
© 2018 IJRAR July 2018, Volume 5, Issue 3                             www.ijrar.org  (E-ISSN 2348-1269, P- ISSN 2349-5138)  

IJRAR19D4975 International Journal of Research and Analytical Reviews (IJRAR) 440 
 

Beyond Dewey: Innovations in Modern Library 

Classification 
Mr. Swapan Paul 

Central Library, Tamralipta Mahavidyalaya, WB, India 

 

Abstract:  

The innovative landscape of modern library classification is extending beyond the traditional Dewey Decimal 

System. Libraries are embracing dynamic alternatives to better cater to the diverse and evolving needs of users 

in the digital age. Faceted classification, with its granular approach, enables a more flexible organization of 

complex subjects. BISAC offers adaptability based on market-driven demands, breaking away from the static 

nature of Dewey. Tagging and folksonomies leverage user-generated input for enhanced discoverability. Linked 

data and semantic web technologies foster interconnected and interoperable systems, while localized and 

community-based classifications ensure cultural relevance. These innovations signify a departure from the one-

size-fits-all approach, promising a future where libraries are more responsive, inclusive, and reflective of the 

dynamic nature of information in our interconnected world. As libraries continue to explore these advancements, 

users can expect a more personalized and culturally sensitive experience in navigating the vast realms of 

knowledge. 
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Introduction: 

The evolution of library classification systems stands as a testament to the ever-changing dynamics of 

information organization in response to societal, technological, and cultural shifts. While the Dewey Decimal 

Classification (DDC) system has been a cornerstone for over a century, the 21st century has ushered in a wave 

of innovations that challenge and surpass the traditional boundaries set by Melvil Dewey in the late 1800s. This 

article explores the profound transformations in library classification, transcending the limitations of Dewey's 

static model and embracing diverse, dynamic, and user-centric approaches. 

The Dewey Decimal Classification system, a hierarchical system based on numerical notation, has played a 

pivotal role in libraries worldwide. Its enduring legacy lies in providing a structured framework for organizing 

books and materials by subject matter. However, the rigidity of the DDC system, conceived in a pre-digital era, 

poses challenges in adapting to the contemporary information landscape. Libraries are increasingly recognizing 

the need for classification systems that can accommodate the fluidity and diversity of knowledge in the digital 

age. 

One notable challenge with Dewey's model is its cultural bias and Eurocentric perspective. As libraries strive to 

be more inclusive and representative of diverse perspectives, there's a growing acknowledgment that traditional 

classification systems may not adequately capture the richness of global knowledge. This realization has spurred 
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the exploration of alternative classification models that address these cultural biases and offer a more inclusive 

representation of the world's intellectual heritage. 

In response to these challenges, libraries are turning to innovative classification systems that provide greater 

flexibility, adaptability, and inclusivity. Faceted classification, a concept introduced by S. R. Ranganathan, 

breaks down subjects into distinct facets or aspects, enabling a more nuanced and multidimensional organization 

of information. This approach is particularly beneficial for complex and interdisciplinary subjects, offering users 

a more granular and tailored exploration of topics. 

The Book Industry Standards and Communications (BISAC) classification system represents another departure 

from Dewey's model. Originally designed for the book trade industry, BISAC adopts a more flexible and market-

driven approach to classification. Its adaptability to changing trends and reader preferences makes it an attractive 

option for libraries seeking a dynamic and responsive classification system. 

The rise of user-generated content and collaborative tagging has also influenced the evolution of library 

classification. Tagging and folksonomies allow users to assign their own keywords or tags to items, providing a 

more organic and user-centric approach to organization. While not a traditional classification system, this method 

enhances discoverability and reflects the diverse perspectives and interests of the user community. 

In the realm of technology, libraries are increasingly embracing linked data and semantic web technologies to 

create more interconnected and interoperable classification systems. This shift towards a more web-oriented and 

dynamic approach allows for better integration with other knowledge repositories, fostering a seamless exchange 

of information across digital platforms. 

Moreover, there is a growing trend towards localized and community-based classifications that consider the 

specific needs and cultural context of users. These systems aim to create more inclusive and representative 

classification schemes, acknowledging the diversity of knowledge within a given community. 

As libraries continue to explore and integrate these innovative approaches, the future of library classification 

appears promising. The transformation goes beyond mere reorganization; it reflects a paradigm shift towards 

systems that are more responsive, user-centric, culturally sensitive, and interconnected, ensuring that libraries 

remain vibrant hubs of knowledge in our rapidly changing world. 

BISAC:  

The Book Industry Standards and Communications (BISAC) is a subject classification system that has gained 

prominence within the book trade industry, providing an alternative and dynamic approach to categorizing books 

based on their content. Unlike traditional classification systems such as the Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) 

or Library of Congress Classification, BISAC was specifically developed to meet the unique needs of the 

publishing and bookselling sectors. 
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One of the distinctive features of BISAC is its adaptability and responsiveness to market trends. The system is 

designed to evolve with changes in reader preferences, industry shifts, and emerging topics. This adaptability 

allows publishers and retailers to adjust categories and classifications in real-time, ensuring that the system 

remains reflective of the ever-changing landscape of literature and consumer demand. 

BISAC codes consist of alphanumeric characters, offering a hierarchical structure that allows for a more nuanced 

categorization of books. The codes cover a wide range of subjects, genres, and themes, providing a flexible 

framework that accommodates the diversity of content in the publishing industry. 

Libraries, while traditionally relying on systems like Dewey Decimal Classification, are increasingly exploring 

the integration of BISAC into their cataloging processes. This integration allows libraries to align their 

collections more closely with market-driven trends, enhancing discoverability and accessibility for patrons who 

may be more familiar with BISAC categories through their exposure to online book retail platforms. 

In summary, BISAC represents a forward-looking and market-driven approach to subject classification in the 

realm of books. Its adaptability, flexibility, and alignment with consumer preferences make it a valuable tool in 

the dynamic landscape of the book trade, influencing not only how books are categorized for retail but also how 

libraries organize and present their collections to better meet the evolving needs and interests of readers. 

Semantic Web Technologies:  

Semantic Web Technologies represent a paradigm shift in the way information is structured, linked, and 

processed on the World Wide Web. The Semantic Web aims to enhance the meaning and context of data, making 

it more accessible and interoperable for both humans and machines. At its core, Semantic Web Technologies 

facilitate a more intelligent and connected web experience by incorporating standards and frameworks that allow 

for the representation and exchange of data in a machine-readable format. 

One foundational aspect of Semantic Web Technologies is the Resource Description Framework (RDF). RDF 

provides a standardized way to describe resources on the web and their relationships. It utilizes subject-predicate-

object triples to represent statements, forming a graph-like structure that can be easily interpreted by machines. 

This structured approach enables a more precise and explicit representation of knowledge, fostering 

interoperability between different data sources. 

Linked Data is another key component of Semantic Web Technologies. It extends the principles of the Semantic 

Web by emphasizing the creation of relationships between diverse datasets, creating a global web of interlinked 

information. Through the use of Uniform Resource Identifiers (URIs) and RDF, Linked Data allows for the 

seamless integration and navigation of data across different domains and applications. This interconnectedness 

enhances the discoverability and accessibility of information on the web. 

Ontologies play a crucial role in Semantic Web Technologies by providing a formal and shared understanding 

of concepts within a specific domain. Ontologies define the relationships between entities and the properties that 

characterize them. The Web Ontology Language (OWL) is commonly used to express ontologies, enabling the 

creation of rich, machine-understandable representations of knowledge. These ontologies facilitate more 
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sophisticated searches, reasoning, and inferencing, leading to a deeper understanding of the relationships within 

a given dataset. 

Semantic Web Technologies also embrace the use of application programming interfaces (APIs) to enable the 

seamless exchange of data between different systems and platforms. These APIs adhere to standards such as the 

SPARQL Protocol and RDF Query Language (SPARQL), allowing for the retrieval and manipulation of data 

stored in RDF format. SPARQL provides a powerful query language for extracting information from linked data 

sources, supporting complex queries and analysis. 

In conclusion, Semantic Web Technologies represent a pivotal advancement in how we organize, share, and 

make sense of information on the internet. By incorporating standards like RDF, Linked Data, ontologies, and 

SPARQL, the Semantic Web fosters a more intelligent and interconnected digital environment. As these 

technologies continue to evolve, the vision of a web where data is not just accessible but also intelligently linked 

and understood by machines becomes increasingly attainable, offering new possibilities for information 

discovery, integration, and collaboration. 

Challenges with Dewey Decimal Classification:  

The Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) system, devised by Melvil Dewey in the late 19th century, has long 

been a fundamental tool for libraries worldwide. However, as libraries evolve to meet the demands of the digital 

age and strive for greater inclusivity, several challenges with the Dewey Decimal Classification have become 

increasingly apparent. 

One significant challenge is the system's inherent inflexibility. Dewey's hierarchical structure, based on 

numerical notation, was conceived in a pre-digital era. This static nature poses difficulties in adapting to the 

dynamic and rapidly changing landscape of information. In a world where new fields of study emerge, and 

interdisciplinary knowledge becomes more prevalent, the rigid structure of Dewey's classification system 

struggles to accommodate the evolving nature of information. 

Cultural bias is another prominent challenge associated with the Dewey Decimal Classification. Dewey's system, 

reflecting the worldview of its creator, has been criticized for its Eurocentric perspective. This bias can lead to 

an underrepresentation of non-Western perspectives, cultures, and knowledge systems. In an era of increasing 

cultural awareness and recognition of diverse voices, libraries are grappling with the need for classification 

systems that better reflect the richness of global intellectual heritage. 

Furthermore, Dewey's system may not adequately address the complexity of certain subjects. For 

interdisciplinary topics that span multiple traditional classifications, users may find it challenging to locate 

materials relevant to their research. The hierarchical nature of Dewey's system may not allow for the granularity 

required to navigate the intricacies of these multifaceted subjects. 
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The issue of granularity is also evident in the challenges posed by sub-disciplines and specialized fields. As 

knowledge becomes more specialized and disciplines continue to branch out, the Dewey Decimal Classification 

system may struggle to keep pace with the growing diversity of subjects. This limitation hampers the ability of 

users to explore nuanced and specific areas of interest in-depth. 

In the digital age, where information is disseminated and accessed at an unprecedented pace, Dewey's system 

faces challenges in meeting the expectations of modern library users. The hierarchical structure, designed for 

physical collections, may not seamlessly translate into the virtual realm. Digital resources, multimedia materials, 

and online databases often require more flexible and dynamic organization, posing a challenge for the rigid 

framework of Dewey's system. 

In conclusion, while the Dewey Decimal Classification has been a stalwart in library organization for over a 

century, it is not without its challenges. The system's static nature, cultural bias, limited granularity, and struggles 

with the digital landscape are prompting libraries to explore alternative and more adaptive classification systems. 

As libraries strive for inclusivity, flexibility, and relevance in the 21st century, addressing these challenges 

becomes imperative for the evolution of information organization within these institutions. 

Innovations in Modern Library Classification:  

In the ever-evolving landscape of information management, libraries are increasingly turning to innovative 

approaches to classification systems, surpassing the traditional constraints set by the Dewey Decimal 

Classification. These innovations not only address the limitations of existing models but also cater to the diverse, 

dynamic, and technology-driven nature of modern information resources. 

1. Faceted Classification: One notable innovation is the adoption of faceted classification, building upon 

the pioneering work of S. R. Ranganathan. This approach breaks down subjects into distinct facets or 

facets, allowing for a more granular and flexible organization of information. Unlike the linear and 

hierarchical structure of Dewey, faceted classification accommodates the multidisciplinary nature of 

contemporary knowledge, offering users a nuanced and tailored exploration of topics. 

2. BISAC (Book Industry Standards and Communications): BISAC, originally designed for the book 

trade industry, has gained traction as an alternative classification system. What sets BISAC apart is its 

adaptability to market-driven demands. It allows for the adjustment of categories based on evolving 

trends, reader preferences, and the constantly changing landscape of information. This flexibility makes 

BISAC an attractive option for libraries seeking a more dynamic and responsive classification system. 

3. Tagging and Folksonomies: With the rise of user-generated content and collaborative tagging, libraries 

are exploring tagging and folksonomies as a means of organization. While not a traditional classification 

system, this approach leverages user participation, enabling individuals to assign their own keywords or 

tags to items. The result is a more organic and user-centric organization that enhances discoverability and 

reflects diverse perspectives. 
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4. Linked Data and Semantic Web Technologies: The integration of linked data and semantic web 

technologies represents a significant leap in modern library classification. This approach creates 

interconnected and interoperable classification systems, fostering a more dynamic and responsive 

organization of information. Libraries leveraging linked data can establish meaningful connections 

between disparate datasets, facilitating a seamless exchange of information and enabling users to navigate 

through interconnected knowledge domains. 

5. Localized and Community-Based Classifications: Recognizing the need for cultural sensitivity and 

community representation, some libraries are exploring localized and community-based classification 

systems. These initiatives aim to develop classification schemes that align with the specific needs and 

cultural context of their user base. By engaging the community in the classification process, libraries can 

create systems that better reflect the diversity of knowledge within a particular cultural or local setting. 

As libraries continue to embrace these innovations, the future of library classification appears promising. The 

transformation goes beyond merely reorganizing information; it signifies a shift towards systems that are more 

responsive, user-centric, culturally sensitive, and interconnected. The adoption of these innovations ensures that 

libraries remain vibrant hubs of knowledge, capable of adapting to the evolving needs of users in the digital age. 

Ultimately, the ongoing exploration and integration of these innovative approaches shape the trajectory of 

modern library classification, paving the way for a more inclusive and dynamic information landscape. 

Conclusion:  

In conclusion, the landscape of library classification is undergoing a transformative shift, propelled by a 

recognition of the limitations inherent in traditional systems like the Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC). The 

innovations discussed, ranging from faceted classification to the Book Industry Standards and Communications 

(BISAC), signify a departure from the rigid structures of the past towards systems that are dynamic, inclusive, 

and responsive to the evolving needs of users in the digital age. 

Faceted classification, inspired by the work of S. R. Ranganathan, stands out as an innovative model that allows 

for a more granular and multidimensional organization of information. This approach acknowledges the 

complexity and interdisciplinarity of contemporary knowledge, offering users a flexible and tailored exploration 

of diverse topics. The move towards faceted classification represents a paradigm shift from linear and 

hierarchical models, enabling libraries to better cater to the nuanced information needs of their patrons. 

BISAC, originally designed for the book trade industry, has emerged as a flexible and market-driven alternative 

to traditional classification systems. Its adaptability to changing trends and reader preferences aligns with the 

dynamic nature of the publishing industry. Libraries incorporating BISAC into their systems find themselves 

better positioned to respond to evolving content demands, enhancing the discoverability and relevance of their 

collections. 

Tagging and folksonomies, while not traditional classification systems, underscore the growing importance of 

user-generated content and collaborative approaches. Enabling users to assign their own keywords or tags to 

items promotes a more organic and user-centric organization of information. This participatory model enhances 
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discoverability, reflects diverse perspectives, and fosters a sense of community engagement within the library 

environment. 

The integration of linked data and semantic web technologies represents a leap towards interconnected and 

interoperable classification systems. Libraries leveraging these technologies can create a more dynamic and 

responsive organization of information, facilitating seamless integration with other knowledge repositories on 

the web. This approach aligns with the evolving nature of information consumption, where users expect a 

connected and accessible digital landscape. 

Furthermore, the exploration of localized and community-based classifications emphasizes the importance of 

cultural sensitivity and representation. Libraries recognizing the unique knowledge needs of their communities 

are developing classification systems that better reflect the diversity of perspectives within specific cultural 

contexts. This approach fosters a sense of ownership and inclusivity, ensuring that libraries are not only 

repositories of knowledge but also cultural hubs that resonate with their user base. 

As libraries continue to embrace these innovations, the future of library classification holds the promise of a 

more diverse, accessible, and interconnected knowledge landscape. The ongoing exploration and integration of 

these approaches underscore a commitment to adaptability, inclusivity, and relevance in the ever-changing realm 

of information management. Ultimately, these innovations position libraries as dynamic and responsive entities, 

fostering a symbiotic relationship between users and the vast realms of knowledge they curate. 
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