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Abstract

The paper narrows down to the analysis of the transformative effect of the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 on legal education in India, which is in line with the greater vision of Vikasit Bharat 2047. It
discusses the reforms in NEP 2020 to empower higher education through interdisciplinary education,
development of skills, and research-oriented curriculum in the field of law. The paper draws attention to the
strategic efforts that have been made in India aimed at modernizing the legal education infrastructure,
improving the faculty and increasing access to quality legal education to all. The paper highlights the
importance of legal education as the driver of social justice, economic development, and democratic
governance by putting such changes in the context of Vikasit Bharat 2047. It also addresses difficulties and
possibilities involved in enacting these reforms in the state level and gives an insight into the integration of
policy and the institutional preparation. The analysis can help to understand that NEP 2020 is a stepping stone
towards the actualization of a progressive and empowered legal education system that can help in the long-
term developmental objectives of India by 2047.
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1. Introduction

Education in general and legal education specifically is the pillar towards the growth and development
of any given nation, and legal education, specifically, is very important in the formation of governance,
delivery of justice, and rule of law. Diversity, complexity, and social-economic disparities are part of a nation
such as India, and this is why the role of a powerful and receptive legal education system cannot be
overestimated in this context. However, legal education in India has over the years been criticized to be too
theoretical, of no practical orientation and not abreast with the global trends. In this regard, the National

Education Policy (NEP) 2020 introduction can be discussed as a major milestone in the Indian education
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system transformation. The policy aims at modernizing education through making it multidisciplinary,
flexible, skill based, and inclusive. Meanwhile, India has defined a national objective of its development into
a developed country by 2047, the Vikasit Bharat 2047. This vision lays emphasis on economic development,
social equality, technology and leadership. Legal education is at the heart of these goals, given the fact that it
brings out the individuals who enforce the law, interpret policies, and deliver justice. Thus, the attempt of
integrating the NEP 2020 reforms in legal education is not an empty academic practice only, but also a

strategic requirement towards realisation of the broader national vision.
2. NEP 2020: A New Paradigm of Higher Education.

The National Education Policy 2020 is a sign of a radical transformation of the Indian educational
system, which will be based more on the dynamic and holistic approach than on outdated models. It has been
founded on the fundamental values of access, equity, quality, affordability and accountability and with a vision
of building an inclusive and a strong education system. Among the most radical features of NEP 2020, one
can single out the focus on multidisciplinary education, which is aimed at removing the hard lines between
the disciplines. This is especially applicable in the legal education where law is always related to other social
sciences and emerging areas like technology and management. The policy will encourage students to learn
about different topics in addition to law, which would lead to a better comprehension of the legal points in
their social and economic spheres. Also, NEP 2020 brings new adaptable academic models, such as multi-
entry/ exit, credit-based, and lifelong learning. These reforms will be aimed at making the education more
flexible to the needs of students and demands of the modern labor market. The policy also encourages
institutional freedom, innovation, and research and so, it provides a conducive environment that facilitates

academic excellence and global competitiveness.
3. Changing the Legal Education.

The adoption of NEP 2020 can be predicted to cause substantial shifts in the organization and the way
legal education is provided in India. Among the major changes, there is the change in approach to the model
that was more practice-oriented and not merely theoretical. The policy focuses on experiential learning, which
is achieved by using internships, moot court, legal aid clinic, and field-based activities to fill in the gap
between academic knowledge and professional skills. This is crucial towards coming up with legal
professionals who can handle real world challenges. The other key point is usage of technology in legal
education. As the utilization of artificial intelligence, digital platforms, and online dispute resolution
mechanisms continues to increase, law students must be provided with technological skills. NEP 2020
promotes utilization of digital tools and online resources, which brings legal education closer to the digital era
and renders it increasingly more relevant and applicable in the digital age. Moreover, the policy facilitates
research and innovation through the creation of frameworks like the National Research Foundation that can
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make major contribution towards the quality of legal scholarship and reforming the law. All these changes are
supposed to make the legal education system more dynamic, responsive and future ready.

4. Legal Education and Vikasit Bharat 2047 Vision.

The Vikasit Bharat 2047 vision offers a more general developmental context in which the changes that
NEP 2020 has made can be discerned. A developed country is a country which is not only economically
prosperous but also has a well established legal system where justice is upheld, accountability ensued and
rights are respected. Legal education is critical in the realization of these goals as it ends up creating
individuals who are capable of enhancing the rule of law and making effective governance. NEP 2020 is in
line with this vision as it envisions quality education, moral values and social responsibility. The policy
promotes interdisciplinary learning and international standards making the Indian legal professionals
competitive in the global arena. Simultaneously, it prioritizes inclusivity and access, and all sections of society
have access to legal education. This becomes relevant especially in a nation such as India where the issue of
accessing justice is a problem to many oppressed groups. NEP 2020 helps in ensuring the achievement of a
just and equitable society, which is one of the key elements of the Vikasit Bharat vision, by making legal
professionals prepared to deal with the challenges of this nature and the values that are required to tackle them.

5. Difficulties and the Way Forward.

The adoption of NEP 2020 in legal education has encountered various challenges that should be
overcome to bring success to legal education. This is due to the inadequate infrastructure and resources that
are available in most law schools especially in the rural and semi urban location. Assimilation of technology
and the introduction of new methods of teaching is a big investment and may not be easily accessible. The
other problem can be the regulatory system of legal education in India, especially the Bar Council of India
that may be obliged to change its regulations and norms to correspond with NEP reforms. Also, the issue of
the digital divide is still an important issue since the lack of even distribution of technology can become an
obstacle to the successful implementation of online learning programs. Training and capacity building of the
faculty is also important because one needs to provide the educators with the knowledge and skills needed to
implement the new curriculum and methods of teaching. In order to cope with these challenges, the
collaborative mode between the government, academic institutions, regulatory bodies, and industry
stakeholders is necessary. The appropriate measures to implement successfully NEP 2020 and to achieve its
full potential in legal education may include investment in infrastructure, changes in policies, and ongoing

personal growth.
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6. Conclusion

The National Education Policy 2020 is a milestone in the field of education in India as it provides an
inclusive guideline on how to change the legal education. It works on most of the current gaps in the system
by supporting the concept of multidisciplinary learning, flexibility, skill building, incorporation of technology,
and research. Simultaneously, it is consistent with the larger national vision of Vikasit Bharat 2047 that aims
at developing a modern and inclusive and internationally competent country. Legal education is one of the
central points of this vision, and the ability to create a competent, ethical, and socially responsible professional
can be a significant force of social and economic change. As much as the issues of implementation cannot be
ignored, they are not immovable. Through planning, proper investment and teamwork, the goals of NEP 2020
will be achieved. Finally, legal education should be enhanced to empower the rule of law, social justice, and
sustainable development. A re-modeled and vibrant legal education system as India approaches its 100 years
of independence will be particularly instrumental in the future of the country, and the fulfillment of the vision
Vikasit Bharti 2047.
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