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ABSTRACT 

Higher education plays a vital role in shaping the economic, social and technological progress of a 

nation. India’s vision of becoming a developed nation by the centenary year of its freedom, i.e. 2047, popularly 

known as VIKSIT Bharat@2047, requires a strong, innovative and inclusive education system that can 

respond to the changing needs of society and industry. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 represents 

a major reform initiative aimed at transforming the Indian education system to meet global standards while 

addressing national development priorities. 

This paper examines the role of NEP 2020 in empowering higher education institutions in Andhra 

Pradesh and analyzes how its effective implementation can contribute to the broader national vision of VIKSIT 

Bharat. It highlights key educational sector reforms such as the introduction of multifocal and 

multidimensional holistic education, the establishment of the Academic Bank of Credits, flexible learning 

pathways, enhanced focus on research and innovation, and the integration of digital education initiatives to 

improve access and quality. 

Simultaneously, the paper discusses several challenges that may hinder successful implementation such 

as inadequate infrastructure, digital inequality among students, limited financial resources and the need for 

continuous faculty training and capacity building. It emphasizes that addressing these issues is crucial for 

achieving the desired outcomes. 
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The paper concludes that with proper planning, investment and collaboration, NEP 2020 can 

significantly strengthen higher education institutions in Andhra Pradesh and enable them to play a 

transformative role in India’s journey toward sustainable and inclusive national development by 2047. 

Keywords: India – National Educational Policy-2020, Higher Education – Digital Education VIKSIT 

Bharat@2047, Swarna Andhra @2047, Academic Reforms. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Education is widely recognized as the foundation of sustainable development and national progress. 

Higher education institutions nurture skilled human resources, scientific research and technological 

innovation. In a rapidly changing global environment, the quality and accessibility of higher education 

determine a country's ability to compete in knowledge-based economies. 

Recognizing the need for transformative reforms in the education sector, the Government of India 

introduced the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which seeks to redesign the education system by 

emphasizing flexibility, multidisciplinary learning, skill development and research-oriented education. It also 

focuses on improving accessibility and ensuring that education becomes more inclusive and equitable. 

As the dawn of its independence centenary is at the horizon, India rejuvenates itself with an aspiration 

of becoming a developed nation envisioning in Viksit Bharat @ 2047. However, achieving this vision requires 

a highly educated workforce capable of innovation, entrepreneurship and global collaboration. Higher 

education institutions (HEIs) are therefore expected to play a crucial role in achieving these national 

objectives. 

In accordance with national vision, the state of Andhra Pradesh has a strong network of universities, 

autonomous colleges and research institutions. Government degree colleges, autonomous institutions and 

universities in the state are increasingly adopting modern teaching practices and digital learning tools. The 

successful implementation of NEP reforms in these institutions can enhance the quality education in HEIs and 

contribute significantly to the national developmental goals envisioned in Viksit Bharat @ 2047. 

 

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

The present study aims to examine the role of NEP 2020 in strengthening higher education in Andhra 

Pradesh so as to support the national vision. The specific objectives include: 

1. To analyze the major reforms proposed in NEP 2020 for higher education. 

2. To examine the opportunities created by NEP implementation in Andhra Pradesh. 

3. To identify challenges faced by higher education institutions in implementing NEP reforms. 

4. To suggest strategies for strengthening higher education institutions to achieve national development 

goals. 
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METHODOLOGY 

Present study is based on a qualitative and descriptive research approach. The analysis relies mainly 

on secondary data sources, including policy documents, government reports, academic research papers and 

publications related to higher education reforms. Key sources of information include the NEP 2020 document, 

reports from the Ministry of Education, University Grants Commission guidelines and educational statistics. 

The collected data is analyzed to understand the opportunities, challenges and future prospects of NEP 

implementation in higher education institutions in Andhra Pradesh. 

 

KEY FEATURES OF NEP 2020 IN HIGHER EDUCATION 

NEP 2020 introduces several important reforms designed to transform the structure and functioning of 

higher education in India. 

Multidisciplinary Education 

One of the most significant features of NEP 2020 is 

the emphasis on multidisciplinary and multifocal 

education. The policy encourages institutions to integrate 

subjects from different disciplines, allowing students to 

gain a broader understanding of knowledge areas. For 

example, students studying science can also explore 

humanities, social sciences, or vocational subjects. This 

approach promotes disciplined intellectual process of 

critical analysis and innovation, which are essential for 

solving complex real-world problems. 

 

Flexible Academic Structure 

In higher education, NEP introduces a flexible academic structure known as Multiple Entry and Exit 

System (MEES). It allows students to leave a program temporarily and re-enter later without losing their 

academic credits. This student-centric tailored flexible structure reduces dropout rates and supports lifelong 

learning. Students can earn different qualifications such as certificates, diplomas, or degrees, depending on 

the duration of study.  

 

Academic Bank of Credits (ABC) 

An innovative system in higher education, the ABC allows students to accumulate academic credits 

from different institutions and transfer them when completing their degree programs. This system enhances 

mobility and flexibility across the system of higher education. 

 



ICSSR-SRC Sponsored TWO DAY NATIONAL SEMINAR ON EMPOWERING HIGHER EDUCATION IN ANDHRA         
PRADESH: NEP 2020 AND THE JOURNEY TO VIKSIT BHARAT @ 2047 

© 2026 IJRAR April 2026, Volume 13, Issue 2                     www.ijrar.org (E-ISSN 2348-1269, P- ISSN 2349-5138) 

Organised by: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, S.R.R & C.V.R GOVERNMENT DEGREE COLLEGE(A), 

Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh, India.  

IJRAR1EXP038 International Journal of Research and Analytical Reviews (IJRAR) www.ijrar.org 278 
 

Research and Innovation 

The policy also emphasizes the importance of research and innovation. The proposed National Research 

Foundation (NRF) aims to strengthen research culture in universities and colleges by providing funding and 

encouraging interdisciplinary research projects. 

 

Digital and Online Education 

NEP 2020 is keen on the benefits offered by digital education and online learning platforms. Initiatives 

such as SWAYAM, the National Digital Library of India (NDLI), ONOS and virtual laboratories help expand 

access to educational resources and support blended learning models. 

 

HIGHER EDUCATION LANDSCAPE IN ANDHRA PRADESH 

The State of Andhra Pradesh has been on the move towards spreading out its wings towards accessing 

to higher education. The state has numerous universities, affiliated colleges and autonomous institutions that 

cater to the educational needs of the students from diverse socio-economic backgrounds. 

Government degree colleges and autonomous colleges are actively involved in providing quality 

education, particularly for students from rural, semi-urban and economically disadvantaged communities. 

Institutions in cities such as Vijayawada, Visakhapatnam and Tirupati are actively adopting innovative 

teaching practices and digital learning technologies. The increasing Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) in almost 

all HEIs in the State indicates growing participation among students. It is significant to note that this trend 

aligns with NEP 2020’s goal of increasing the GER to 50 percent by 2035.  

 

OPPORTUNITIES CREATED BY NEP 2020 

The implementation of NEP 2020 offers several opportunities for HEIs in Andhra Pradesh. 

 

Curriculum Innovation 

Institutions now have the flexibility to design 

interdisciplinary and skill-based courses that meet the evolving 

needs of industries and society. 

 

Skill Development and Employability 

NEP 2020 encourages the holistic system of combining 

theoretical knowledge with practical skills by integrating the 

vocational education with traditional academic programs. This 

helps students acquire practical skills and improves their 

employability. 
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Strengthening Research Culture 

Through initiatives such as the NRF, universities and colleges can receive financial support for research 

projects, which will strengthen innovation and knowledge creation. 

 

Digital Transformation 

The adoption of digital learning tools enables institutions to reach a wider student population and 

improve the quality outcomes of teaching and learning programmes. 

 

Global Collaboration 

NEP promotes international collaboration in higher education, allowing Indian institutions to partner 

with global universities for research and academic exchange programs. 

 

CHALLENGES IN IMPLEMENTATION 

State of Andhra Pradesh has been striving to successfully reach the NEP 2020 goals. Yet it is challenging 

to make substantial consolidated constant improvements in several areas such as infrastructure, faculty 

development, research facilities and digital connectivity. 

 

Infrastructure Limitations 

Many institutions still lack adequate laboratories, 

research facilities, and digital infrastructure necessary 

for modern education. 

 

Faculty Development 

Teaching and faculty members need a systematic, 

continuous and timely training programmes to make 

them adoptive to integrate newly emerging teaching 

techniques, methodologies and digital technologies in 

their teaching so as to effectively implement multifocal 

education. 

 

Financial Constraints 

Implementing large-scale reforms requires substantial financial investment in infrastructure, research 

and faculty development. 

 

Digital Divide 

Students from rural areas may face challenges in accessing digital learning resources due to limited 

internet connectivity and lack of digital devices. 
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STRATEGIES FOR STRENGTHENING HIGHER EDUCATION 

To overcome these challenges and maximize the benefits of NEP reforms, several strategic measures can 

be adopted. 

1. Strengthening digital infrastructure and internet connectivity in educational institutions. 

2. Organizing regular faculty development programs and training workshops. 

3. Increasing government funding for research and innovation. 

4. Encouraging industry–academia collaboration to enhance technical and managerial skills and 

employment opportunities. 

5. Promoting community engagement and outreach activities to make education more inclusive. 

These measures can significantly improve the quality and effectiveness of HEIs. 

 

ROLE OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN ACHIEVING VIKSIT BHARAT 2047 

HEIs will be key drivers in achieving the VIKSIT Bharat @ 2047 goals. By producing skilled 

professionals, promoting research innovation, and supporting entrepreneurship, universities and colleges can 

contribute to economic growth and social progress. 

Educational institutions must evolve into centers of innovation, knowledge creation, and societal 

transformation. By aligning academic programs with national development priorities, they can prepare 

students to address future challenges in science, technology, environment, and public policy. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The NEP 2020 represents a transformative step toward improving the quality, relevance and 

accessibility of Indian higher education. For Andhra Pradesh, the implementation of NEP reforms provides 

an opportunity to strengthen academic institutions, enhance research capabilities and improve student 

employability. 

Although challenges such as infrastructure limitations, digital inequality and faculty training needs 

still persist, the strategic planning and collaborative efforts can help overcome these obstacles. By embracing 

multidisciplinary education, digital learning and research innovation, the HEIs in Andhra Pradesh can play a 

crucial role in achieving the national vision of VIKSIT Bharat @ 2047. 
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