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Abstract: 

The main purpose of this study is to analyse the Use of Mythology in the Poetry of T.S. Eliot.  T.S. 

Eliot was a major modernist poet who drew heavily on mythology in his poetry. Mythology provided Eliot 

with a rich and complex framework of symbols, themes, and archetypes that he used to explore the human 

condition, the nature of society, and the spiritual and philosophical questions of his time.   One of the key 

ways that Eliot used mythology in his poetry was to create a sense of depth and complexity. By drawing on 

ancient myths and legends, he was able to imbue his work with a sense of timelessness and universality, as 

well as a connection to the deep wellspring of human history and culture.  One of Eliot's most famous 

poems, "The Waste Land," is a prime example of his use of mythology. The poem draws on a wide range of 

mythological and literary sources, including the Grail legend, the Fisher King, the story of Tiresias, and the 

biblical story of the Tower of Babel. By weaving these diverse sources together, Eliot creates a complex and 

layered narrative that explores themes of decay, fragmentation, and the search for meaning in a world that 

seems to have lost its bearings.  In addition to using mythology as a source of symbolism and imagery, Eliot 

also used it to explore philosophical and spiritual questions. His later work, such as "Four Quartets," draws 

heavily on Christian and Hindu mythology, exploring themes of time, death, and transcendence. In these 

poems, Eliot uses mythological symbols and archetypes to suggest that there is a deeper, spiritual reality 

underlying our everyday experience of the world.  Overall, the use of mythology in Eliot's poetry allowed 

him to create works that were both deeply rooted in tradition and yet highly original and innovative. By 

drawing on the rich resources of ancient myth and legend, he was able to explore the complexities of the 

human condition in a way that was both timeless and relevant to his own time. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

 The use of mythology is a key aspect of the poetry of T.S. Eliot, one of the most influential and 

celebrated poets of the twentieth century. Eliot drew on a wide range of mythic traditions in his work, 

including Greek and Roman mythology, Christian symbolism, and Eastern mysticism, among others. His 

use of myth and allusion allowed him to explore complex themes of identity, language, time, history, 

spirituality, and the nature of art, creating a unique and deeply imaginative body of work that continues to 

resonate with readers today. In this study, we will explore the ways in which Eliot used mythology in his 

poetry, examining the key themes and ideas that he sought to explore through his engagement with mythic 

traditions.    

http://www.ijrar.org/


© 2017 IJRAR August 2017, Volume 4, Issue 3                    www.ijrar.org (E-ISSN 2348-1269, P- ISSN 2349-5138) 

IJRAR19D4273 International Journal of Research and Analytical Reviews (IJRAR) www.ijrar.org 776 
 

 The poetry of T.S. Eliot is renowned for its depth, complexity, and intellectual rigor, and his use of 

mythology is an essential part of this legacy. Eliot's poetry draws on a wide range of mythic traditions, from 

ancient Greek and Roman myths to Christian symbolism, Eastern mysticism, and more, and he weaves these 

elements into his work to create a rich tapestry of meaning and symbolism. Eliot's use of myth serves to 

connect his work with the larger traditions of human culture and history, while also allowing him to explore 

some of the most profound and enduring themes of the human experience, such as the nature of identity, the 

search for meaning, and the complexities of modern life. In this study, we will delve into the intricacies of 

Eliot's use of mythology in his poetry, examining the ways in which he drew on mythic traditions to create a 

unique and enduring literary language that continues to captivate and inspire readers today. 

 T.S. Eliot is widely regarded as one of the most important and influential poets of the modernist 

movement, and his use of mythology in his poetry is an essential component of his literary legacy. Eliot's 

poetry is known for its intellectual depth, its exploration of complex themes, and its innovative use of 

language and form, and his engagement with mythic traditions is a key part of this legacy. Drawing on a 

wide range of mythic traditions from across human culture and history, Eliot used myth to explore some of 

the most profound and enduring questions of human existence, including the nature of identity, the search 

for meaning, and the complexities of modern life. In this study, we will delve into the ways in which Eliot 

used mythology in his poetry, examining the key themes and ideas that he sought to explore through his 

engagement with mythic traditions. Through this analysis, we will gain a deeper understanding of the ways 

in which Eliot's use of myth has contributed to his enduring literary legacy, and how his work continues to 

inspire and challenge readers today. 

The poetry of T.S. Eliot is often praised for its complex imagery, layered meanings, and deep 

exploration of the human experience. One of the most significant and enduring aspects of his work is his use 

of mythology, which provides a rich and diverse source of imagery and symbolism for his poetry. Eliot 

drew on a wide range of mythic traditions in his work, including Greek and Roman mythology, Christian 

symbolism, and Eastern mysticism, among others. By weaving these elements into his poetry, he was able to 

create a deeply imaginative and intricate literary language that continues to captivate and challenge readers 

today.   Eliot's use of mythology is not just a stylistic choice, but also serves to explore some of the most 

profound and complex themes of human existence, such as the nature of identity, the search for meaning, 

and the role of the artist in society. By engaging with mythic traditions, Eliot was able to connect his work 

with the larger traditions of human culture and history, while also pushing the boundaries of what was 

possible within the context of modernist poetry. 

In this study, the researcher explored the ways in which T.S. Eliot used mythology in his poetry, 

examining the key themes and ideas that he sought to explore through his engagement with mythic 

traditions. The researcher also considered the ways in which Eliot's use of mythology has contributed to his 

enduring literary legacy, and how his work continues to inspire and challenge readers today. 
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OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY: 

The main purpose of this study is to analyse the Use of Mythology in the Poetry of T.S. Eliot 

USE OF MYTHOLOGY IN THE POETRY OF T.S. ELIOT: 

T.S. Eliot's use of mythology in his poetry was not simply a matter of borrowing symbols and 

themes from the past. Rather, he used mythology as a way of engaging with the cultural and intellectual 

context of his time, and of exploring the anxieties and uncertainties of modernity.    In many of his poems, 

Eliot uses mythological figures and symbols to comment on the social and political changes of the early 

20th century. For example, in "The Hollow Men," he draws on the figure of the Fisher King to suggest that 

the modern world is characterized by a spiritual emptiness and a lack of purpose. Similarly, in "The Love 

Song of J. Alfred Prufrock," he uses the myth of the mermaid to explore themes of sexuality, desire, and the 

fragmented nature of modern experience.  Eliot's use of mythology was also closely tied to his interest in the 

study of religion and spirituality. As a deeply religious thinker, he saw myth as a way of exploring the 

deepest questions of existence, including the nature of the divine and the meaning of human life. In his later 

poems, such as "Ash Wednesday," he drew on Christian mythology to explore themes of redemption and 

spiritual renewal.   Another important aspect of Eliot's use of mythology was his interest in the idea of the 

collective unconscious. Drawing on the work of Carl Jung, Eliot believed that mythology was a way of 

accessing the shared unconscious experiences and archetypes that shape human consciousness. By drawing 

on these archetypes in his poetry, he was able to explore the universal aspects of human experience and to 

connect with his readers on a deeper level. 

One of the most significant ways that T.S. Eliot used mythology in his poetry was to create a sense 

of continuity between the past and the present. For Eliot, the myths and legends of the past represented a 

kind of collective memory, connecting contemporary readers with the deep cultural and spiritual heritage of 

humanity. In poems such as "Gerontion" and "The Waste Land," Eliot draws on a range of classical and 

medieval sources to create a fragmented and multi-layered view of history and culture, emphasizing the 

ways in which the past continues to exert a powerful influence on the present.   Eliot's use of mythology was 

also closely tied to his interest in language and literary tradition. In his early poetry, he drew on the works of 

Dante and Shakespeare to create a distinctive style that fused modern and archaic language. In "The Waste 

Land," he uses a variety of literary and mythological allusions to create a complex intertextual network that 

reflects the fragmentation and dislocation of modern experience.  Eliot's use of mythology was deeply 

connected to his sense of himself as a poet and intellectual. As a self-consciously serious artist, he saw his 

work as part of a larger tradition of cultural and intellectual achievement, and he used myth to position 

himself within this tradition. In his later poetry, he drew heavily on Hindu mythology to explore the 

relationship between the individual self and the transcendent reality, using myth as a way of connecting his 

own spiritual quest with the larger currents of human history. 
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In addition to drawing on classical and medieval sources, T.S. Eliot also made use of modern myths 

and cultural phenomena in his poetry. For example, in "The Waste Land," he includes references to 

contemporary figures such as Tiresias the blind seer, who is recast as a modern-day psychic. He also makes 

use of popular songs, nursery rhymes, and other cultural artifacts to create a collage-like effect that reflects 

the fragmented and disorienting nature of modern experience.   Eliot's use of mythology was also closely 

tied to his interest in psychology and the workings of the human mind. In poems such as "The Four 

Quartets," he draws on the idea of the collective unconscious to explore the ways in which archetypal 

symbols and images shape our perceptions of the world. He also makes use of the Freudian concept of the 

"uncanny" to create a sense of unease and disorientation in his poetry.  Eliot's use of mythology was 

informed by his own personal experiences and struggles. As a convert to Anglicanism, he drew heavily on 

Christian imagery and symbolism in his later poetry, exploring themes of sin, redemption, and spiritual 

renewal. He also used myth to grapple with his own sense of disillusionment and alienation, as seen in 

poems such as "The Hollow Men" and "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock." 

Another important aspect of T.S. Eliot's use of mythology in his poetry is the way in which he used 

myth to explore the nature of language and communication. In poems such as "The Waste Land," he creates 

a sense of linguistic fragmentation and dislocation, using myth and allusion to emphasize the breakdown of 

language in the modern world. He also draws on the idea of the "logos," or the Word, as a symbol of divine 

communication, suggesting that language has the power to transcend the limitations of the human condition.  

Eliot's use of mythology was also closely tied to his interest in the nature of time and history. In poems such 

as "Burnt Norton," he explores the idea of time as a cyclical process, using myth and symbolism to suggest 

that the past, present, and future are all interconnected. He also draws on the idea of the "eternal moment" as 

a way of transcending the limitations of linear time, suggesting that the timeless truths of myth and religion 

can offer a kind of timeless wisdom to contemporary readers.   Eliot's use of mythology was informed by his 

interest in the concept of tradition and the role of the artist in preserving and renewing cultural heritage. In 

his famous study "Tradition and the Individual Talent," he argues that the artist must draw on the cultural 

and artistic traditions of the past in order to create something new and original. In his poetry, he uses myth 

to connect his own work with the larger traditions of human culture and history, emphasizing the 

importance of preserving and renewing these traditions for future generations. 

Another key aspect of T.S. Eliot's use of mythology in his poetry is the way in which he used it to 

explore the nature of identity and the self. In poems such as "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock" and 

"The Waste Land," he creates a sense of fragmentation and dislocation, using myth and allusion to suggest 

that the modern self is in a state of crisis, unable to find a stable and coherent identity.  Eliot also drew on 

the idea of the archetype as a way of exploring the nature of the self. In "The Four Quartets," he suggests 

that there are certain universal patterns and symbols that are part of the collective unconscious, and that 

these archetypes can help us to connect with something larger than ourselves. He also drew on the Jungian 

concept of the "shadow," suggesting that the self is not a unified and coherent entity, but is rather composed 

of multiple and often contradictory elements.  Eliot's use of mythology was also informed by his interest in 

the nature of spirituality and the search for meaning in a secular world. In poems such as "Ash Wednesday," 
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he draws on Christian symbolism and imagery to explore themes of sin, redemption, and spiritual renewal, 

suggesting that the quest for spiritual fulfillment is a fundamental part of the human experience. 

Finally, Eliot's use of mythology was closely connected to his interest in the nature of art and the 

role of the artist in society. In "The Waste Land," he creates a sense of cultural and artistic fragmentation, 

using myth and allusion to suggest that the modern artist must navigate a complex and challenging cultural 

landscape in order to create something meaningful and enduring. He also drew on the idea of the "mythical 

method" as a way of exploring the relationship between myth and art, suggesting that the artist must draw 

on the deep wellsprings of human culture and history in order to create something that speaks to the human 

experience in a profound and enduring way.  Overall, T.S. Eliot's use of mythology in his poetry was a rich 

and multifaceted phenomenon, reflecting his engagement with a wide range of intellectual, cultural, and 

spiritual ideas. By using myth to explore identity, spirituality, and the nature of art, he created a body of 

work that continues to resonate with readers today, offering new insights and perspectives on the 

complexities of the human experience. 

CONCLUSION: 

In conclusion, T.S. Eliot's use of mythology in his poetry was a complex and multifaceted 

phenomenon that reflected his engagement with a wide range of intellectual, cultural, and spiritual ideas. 

Eliot drew on myth and allusion to explore themes of identity, language, time, history, spirituality, and the 

nature of art, creating a body of work that is both intellectually rigorous and deeply imaginative.   Through 

his use of myth, Eliot created a sense of cultural and artistic continuity, connecting his own work with the 

larger traditions of human culture and history. He also used myth to explore the complexities of the modern 

self, suggesting that the fragmentation and dislocation of contemporary life require new ways of thinking 

about identity and the nature of the self.   T.S. Eliot's use of mythology in his poetry remains a rich and 

enduring legacy, offering new insights and perspectives on the complexities of the human experience. His 

work continues to inspire and challenge readers today, reminding us of the enduring power of myth and 

symbol as a means of exploring the deepest and most profound aspects of the human condition. 

 T.S. Eliot's use of mythology in his poetry helped him to create a unique literary language that 

allowed him to explore the deepest and most complex aspects of the human experience. His use of myth and 

allusion allowed him to engage with a wide range of intellectual, cultural, and spiritual ideas, and to connect 

his own work with the larger traditions of human culture and history.   Eliot's use of mythology was also 

informed by his interest in the nature of spirituality and the search for meaning in a secular world. He drew 

on Christian symbolism and imagery to explore themes of sin, redemption, and spiritual renewal, suggesting 

that the quest for spiritual fulfillment is a fundamental part of the human experience.   In addition, Eliot's 

use of mythology was closely connected to his interest in the nature of art and the role of the artist in 

society. He suggested that the artist must navigate a complex and challenging cultural landscape in order to 

create something meaningful and enduring, and that the artist must draw on the deep wellsprings of human 

culture and history in order to create something that speaks to the human experience in a profound and 

enduring way. 
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Overall, T.S. Eliot's use of mythology in his poetry was a significant and influential aspect of his 

work, creating a rich and enduring legacy that continues to inspire and challenge readers today. 
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