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Abstract: 

The aim of this research was to study the Rashtrakuta Dynasty's impact, particularly their religious 

patronage. The Rashtrakuta Dynasty, a prominent ruling dynasty in South India from the 8th to the 10th 

centuries CE, left an indelible mark on the region's history. Known for their political power, military 

conquests, and contributions to art, architecture, and religious patronage, the Rashtrakutas played a 

significant role in shaping the cultural and religious landscape of South India.  The dynasty embraced a 

policy of religious pluralism and tolerance, allowing Hinduism, Jainism, and Buddhism to coexist peacefully 

within their empire.  Hinduism received significant royal patronage during the Rashtrakuta era, with the 

dynasty's devotion primarily focused on Lord Shiva and Lord Vishnu. Magnificent Shaivite and Vaishnavite 

temples were constructed, showcasing intricate carvings and sculptures. The Kailasanatha temple in Ellora 

stands as a testament to the Rashtrakutas' architectural brilliance and reverence for Lord Shiva.   Jainism 

also flourished under Rashtrakuta patronage, as evidenced by the construction of Jain temples and the 

creation of intricate sculptures depicting Jain Tirthankaras. King Amoghavarsha I, a devout follower of 

Buddhism and Jainism, contributed to the promotion of these faiths and wrote the influential treatise 

"Kavirajamarga."  Though Buddhism was in decline during the Rashtrakuta period, the dynasty maintained 

connections with Buddhism and provided some support. King Amoghavarsha I established Buddhist 

monasteries and sponsored the translation of Buddhist texts into the Kannada language. 

The Rashtrakuta Dynasty's contributions extended beyond religion. They fostered an environment of 

cultural and intellectual exchange, leading to advancements in literature, poetry, and the development of 

regional languages, particularly Kannada.  This study highlights the Rashtrakuta Dynasty's role as a 

powerful South Indian Empire and their significant contributions to religious patronage, architecture, 

literature, and cultural development. Their enduring legacy continues to be celebrated and admired as an 

integral part of South India's rich heritage. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

The South Indian Empire holds a significant place in the history of the Indian subcontinent. Spanning 

several centuries, it encompassed diverse dynasties and kingdoms that thrived in the southern regions of India, 

leaving a profound impact on the political, cultural, and religious landscape of the region.  The South Indian 

Empire witnessed the rise and fall of powerful dynasties such as the Cholas, Pallavas, Chalukyas, Pandayas, 

and the Rashtrakutas. These dynasties not only established vast territorial realms but also contributed to the 
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development of art, architecture, literature, and religious patronage.   The South Indian Empire was 

characterized by its vibrant maritime trade, which brought prosperity to the coastal regions. The empire's 

cultural and intellectual accomplishments were marked by the construction of magnificent temples, the 

patronage of literature and poetry, and the cultivation of various religious traditions, including Hinduism, 

Jainism, and Buddhism.  This study delves into the history and contributions of the South Indian Empire, 

highlighting its dynasties, cultural achievements, and religious patronage, shedding light on the rich heritage 

of South India. 

The Rashtrakuta Dynasty, which thrived from the 8th to the 10th centuries CE in South India, holds a 

prominent place in the region's history. Known for their political might, military conquests, and significant 

contributions to art, architecture, and religious patronage, the Rashtrakutas left an indelible mark on the 

cultural landscape of the Deccan.  Emerging as a regional power, the Rashtrakutas established their empire 

under the leadership of Dantidurga, who overthrew the ruling Chalukya dynasty. With their capital initially at 

Manyakheta (now Malkhed in Karnataka), the dynasty rapidly expanded its dominion, encompassing vast 

territories including present-day Karnataka, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, and parts of Tamil Nadu.   The 

Rashtrakutas adopted a policy of religious pluralism and tolerance, allowing different faiths to coexist 

peacefully within their empire. Hinduism, Jainism, and Buddhism all received significant royal patronage, 

reflecting the dynasty's commitment to religious harmony. Their patronage extended to the construction of 

magnificent temples dedicated to various deities, the creation of exquisite sculptures and reliefs, and the 

support of scholars and religious institutions.  Among their religious endeavors, the Rashtrakutas exhibited a 

profound devotion to Lord Shiva, as evident in their construction of remarkable Shaivite temples. The 

Kailasanatha temple in Ellora stands as a testament to their architectural prowess and unwavering reverence 

for Lord Shiva. Additionally, they extended their support to Vaishnavism, with the construction of temples 

dedicated to Lord Vishnu.   Jainism also thrived under the Rashtrakutas' patronage, with the construction of 

Jain temples and the creation of intricate sculptures depicting Jain Tirthankaras. King Amoghavarsha I, a 

notable ruler of the dynasty, played a significant role in the promotion of Jainism and Buddhism, authoring 

the renowned treatise "Kavirajamarga." 

The cultural and artistic contributions of the Rashtrakutas were not limited to religion alone. They 

fostered an environment conducive to intellectual exchange, leading to advancements in literature, poetry, and 

the development of regional languages, particularly Kannada.  The Rashtrakuta Dynasty's historical 

significance lies in their political dominance, military achievements, and their enduring impact on the cultural 

and religious fabric of South India. Their legacy lives on through their architectural marvels, artistic 

achievements, and the intellectual heritage they nurtured. 

OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY: 

The aim of this research was to study the Rashtrakuta Dynasty's impact, particularly their religious 

patronage. 
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY: 

 This study is based on secondary sources of data such as articles, books, journals, research papers, 

websites and other sources. 

THE RASHTRAKUTA DYNASTY: SOUTH INDIAN EMPIRE AND RELIGIOUS 

PATRONAGE 

The Rashtrakuta Dynasty was a prominent ruling dynasty in South India from the 8th to the 10th 

centuries CE. They were known for their political dominance, military conquests, and significant 

contributions to art, architecture, and religious patronage. This study explores the history and cultural 

significance of the Rashtrakuta Dynasty, with a focus on their religious patronage and their contributions to 

the development of Hinduism, Jainism, and Buddhism in South India. 

Rise and Expansion of the Rashtrakuta Dynasty 

The Rashtrakuta Empire emerged as a regional power in the Deccan region of India during the 8th 

century CE. Dantidurga, the founder of the dynasty, established the Rashtrakuta Empire by overthrowing the 

reigning Chalukya dynasty. The Rashtrakutas rapidly expanded their kingdom through military conquests and 

strategic alliances, reaching their zenith under the reign of King Dhruva Dharavarsha and his son, King 

Govinda III. They successfully established their authority over vast territories, including present-day 

Karnataka, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, and parts of Tamil Nadu. 

Political and Administrative Structure 

The Rashtrakutas had a well-organized administrative structure that enabled them to govern their vast 

empire effectively. The king held supreme authority, assisted by a council of ministers and officials 

responsible for the administration of different regions. Local governance was entrusted to regional governors 

or princes, who oversaw the collection of taxes, maintenance of law and order, and implementation of royal 

policies. The dynasty also maintained a strong military force, which played a crucial role in their conquests 

and defense. 

Religious Pluralism and Tolerance 

One of the notable aspects of the Rashtrakuta Dynasty was their religious pluralism and tolerance. The 

rulers of the dynasty followed different religious traditions, including Hinduism, Jainism, and Buddhism. 

They embraced a policy of religious tolerance and allowed various faiths to coexist peacefully within their 

empire. This attitude towards religious diversity contributed to a flourishing intellectual and cultural 

environment. 
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Hindu Religious Patronage 

Hinduism received significant royal patronage during the Rashtrakuta era. The dynasty had a deep 

devotion to Lord Shiva, particularly the Pashupata sect of Shaivism. Many Rashtrakuta rulers, such as Krishna 

I, Dhruva Dharavarsha, and Govinda III, were ardent Shaivites. They built numerous temples dedicated to 

Lord Shiva, such as the Kailasanatha temple in Ellora. The Kailasanatha temple is an architectural 

masterpiece and represents the pinnacle of Rashtrakuta temple construction. Its intricate carvings, intricate 

sculptures, and majestic monolithic structure continue to astonish visitors to this day. 

Besides Shaivism, Vaishnavism, the worship of Lord Vishnu, also flourished under the Rashtrakutas. They 

constructed several temples dedicated to Lord Vishnu, such as the Pataleshwar temple in Pune. The dynasty's 

patronage of Vaishnavism can be observed through various inscriptions, sculptures, and artwork found in their 

temples. 

Jain Religious Patronage 

The Rashtrakuta Dynasty also extended its patronage to Jainism. Jainism was an important religious 

tradition in the Deccan region, and the Rashtrakutas supported its development. They built several Jain 

temples and caves, such as the Jain caves at Ellora. The Indra Sabha and Chota Kailasa caves at Ellora are 

remarkable examples of Rashtrakuta Jain architecture. These caves exhibit exquisite carvings and sculptures 

depicting Jain Tirthankaras and various mythological scenes.   The Rashtrakuta rulers had close associations 

with Jain scholars and saints. King Amoghavarsha I, a notable ruler of the dynasty, was an ardent follower of 

Buddhism and Jainism. He wrote the "Kavirajamarga," a significant treatise that contains references to both 

Hindu and Jain philosophies. This work reflects the intellectual and cultural syncretism that characterized the 

Rashtrakuta era. 

Buddhist Connections and Patronage 

Although Buddhism was in decline during the Rashtrakuta period, it still received some support from 

the dynasty. King Amoghavarsha I was a patron of Buddhism and made efforts to revive and promote the 

religion. He established Buddhist monasteries, organized Buddhist ceremonies, and sponsored the translation 

of Buddhist texts from Sanskrit into Kannada.  Furthermore, the Rashtrakuta rulers themselves actively 

participated in religious ceremonies and rituals. They provided grants of land, revenue, and other resources to 

temples, religious institutions, and scholars. These endowments not only helped strengthen the religious 

institutions but also contributed to the flourishing of art, literature, and culture in their empire. 

Cultural and Artistic Contributions 

The Rashtrakuta Dynasty made significant contributions to the development of art, architecture, 

literature, and culture. They were patrons of the fine arts and attracted scholars, poets, and artists from various 

regions. The dynasty's architectural style was characterized by intricate carvings, grandeur, and innovation. 

Their temples and caves were adorned with sculptures and reliefs depicting gods, goddesses, celestial beings, 

and mythological narratives.  The Rashtrakutas also contributed to the growth of regional languages, 
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literature, and poetry. Kannada literature flourished during their reign, and several important literary works 

were produced. King Amoghavarsha I himself was a renowned scholar and poet, and his "Kavirajamarga" is 

considered a milestone in Kannada literature.  The Rashtrakuta Dynasty played a pivotal role in shaping the 

political, religious, and cultural landscape of South India during the medieval period. Their empire was 

marked by religious pluralism, with support and patronage extended to Hinduism, Jainism, and Buddhism. 

The dynasty's contributions to art, architecture, literature, and culture continue to be celebrated and admired to 

this day. The Rashtrakutas left a lasting legacy in the form of magnificent temples, intricate sculptures, and 

intellectual pursuits that enriched the cultural heritage of South India. 

CONCLUSION: 

The Rashtrakuta Dynasty played a pivotal role in the history of South India, leaving behind a rich 

legacy of political power, military conquests, and remarkable contributions to art, architecture, literature, and 

religious patronage. The dynasty's embrace of religious pluralism and tolerance allowed Hinduism, Jainism, 

and Buddhism to thrive and coexist peacefully within their empire.  The Rashtrakutas were staunch patrons of 

Hinduism, particularly the Shaivite and Vaishnavite sects. They built magnificent temples dedicated to Lord 

Shiva and Lord Vishnu, showcasing intricate carvings, sculptures, and architectural brilliance. The 

Kailasanatha temple in Ellora stands as a testament to their devotion and architectural prowess, captivating 

visitors with its grandeur and beauty.   Jainism also received significant royal patronage from the 

Rashtrakutas. They constructed numerous Jain temples and caves, adorned with intricate sculptures depicting 

Jain Tirthankaras and other significant figures. The dynasty's support for Jainism extended to their association 

with Jain scholars and the authorship of the influential treatise, the "Kavirajamarga," by King Amoghavarsha 

I.  While Buddhism was in decline during the Rashtrakuta era, the dynasty still maintained connections with 

the religion. King Amoghavarsha I actively promoted Buddhism through the establishment of monasteries and 

the translation of Buddhist texts into the local language, Kannada.   The Rashtrakutas' cultural and artistic 

contributions were not limited to religion alone. They fostered an environment of intellectual exchange, 

leading to advancements in literature, poetry, and the development of regional languages. The era witnessed a 

flourishing of Kannada literature, with King Amoghavarsha I himself being a renowned scholar and poet. 

The Rashtrakuta Dynasty's patronage of various religions, support for cultural development, and 

architectural marvels continue to be celebrated as important elements of South India's heritage. Their reign 

marked an era of religious tolerance, cultural synthesis, and intellectual pursuits. The temples, sculptures, and 

literary works created during their rule stand as enduring testaments to their power, vision, and the rich 

cultural tapestry of the Rashtrakuta Empire.  Overall, the Rashtrakuta Dynasty's contributions have had a 

profound and lasting impact on South India's history, art, architecture, literature, and religious fabric. They 

remain an integral part of the region's cultural identity and continue to be revered and admired for their 

significant role in shaping the South Indian Empire and promoting religious harmony in the region. 

 

 



© 2014 IJRAR November 2014, Volume 1, Issue 4                   www.ijrar.org (E-ISSN 2348-1269, P- ISSN 2349-5138) 

IJRAR19D4523 International Journal of Research and Analytical Reviews (IJRAR) 555 
 

REFERENCES: 

1. Balasubrahmanyam, S. R. (1996). Middle Chalukyas of Kalyana. Reprint edition. New Delhi: Gyan 

Publishing House. 

2. Chitnis, K. N. (1998). "Economic Developments in Karnataka During the rule of the Rashtrakutas." In 

Economic History of Karnataka: Prior to 1800, edited by P. V. Balakrishnan, 102-116. Bengaluru: 

Institute for Social and Economic Change. 

3. Hardy, A. (1995). Indian Temple Architecture: Form and Transformation. Abhinav Publications. 

4. Kamath, S. U. (2001). A concise history of Karnataka: From pre-historic times to the present. Archana 

Prakashana. 

5. Khare, R. S. (1989). The Rashtrakutas of Manyakheta. Abhinav Publications. 

6. Michell, G. (1988). The Hindu Temple: An Introduction to its Meaning and Forms. University of Chicago 

Press. 

 


