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ABSTRACT 

 
Adivasi is an umbrella term for a heterogeneous set of ethnic and tribal groups claimed to be the 

aboriginal population of India. They comprise a substantial indigenous minority of the population of India. 

Officially recognized by the Indian government as Scheduled Tribes STs in 

the5thScheduleoftheConstitutionofIndia,theyareoftengroupedtogetherwithscheduledcastes 

inthecategoryScheduledCastesandTribesSCSTs,whichiseligibleforcertainaffirmativeaction 

measuresinIndia.TribesareoneofthemanydivergentgroupsthatmakeuptheIndianpopulation. They continue to be 

disadvantaged primarily because they have been considered the smallest segment of olden history. Cultural and 

geographic exclusion, a lack of appropriate healthcare facilities, an inability to meet basic needs, a loss of 

control over resources and assets, a lack of skills and education, poor nutrition, a lack of affordable housing, 

poor clean water and sanitation, 

insecuritytoshocks,violenceandcrime,adenialofavailabletoproperinfrastructurefacilitiesand 

technologies,andalackofpoliticalfreedomandvoiceareallfactorsthatcontinuetodisadvantage tribes. All of these 

obstacles can make life difficult for them. In light of these issues, the government is attempting to assist the 

tribes through various welfare schemes. The purpose ofthe study was to learn about the socio-economic status 

of tribal people. To learn about their socio- cultural status, primary data were collected through a series of 

structured questionnaires. Discussions were held with tribal elders who were wise and insightful, and secondary 

data was gathered by reading tribal magazine articles and background. According to the findings of this 

study,thetribal'ssocioeconomicsituationhasimproveddaybyday.Thoughtherearesomeissues 

inthearea,suchaspoorcommunication,joblessness,powergeneration,socialsecurity,andclean drinking water, the 

primary education and health commonly known as to be adequate, and the socio-cultural bonding between 

tribes is also very powerful. 
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Introduction: 

 
TheScheduled Tribes in India are spread a cross the central,north east,andsouthernregions of India. 

These various tribes resided in India long before the Aryan had arrived roughly in1500 

B.C. The tribal were however socially and geographically isolated, following the entry of the 

AryansandthenconsequentlytheMuslimsandtheBritish.Morethansixhundredandfiftytribes that make up the 

Scheduled Tribes speak a multitude of languages. They collectively owned property in keeping with their 

tradition. The colonial authorities had introduced a land administration where others infringed into traditional 

tribal lands on the grounds that such lands 

wereTerraNulliusthatisnoman'sland.ThisledtoaseriesoftribalrevoltsagainstBritishcolonial rule. And these tribal 

revolts have been legendary in Indian history, referring to the Malpahariya uprising in 1772, the turbulence in 

Kutch in 1815 and 1832, the Bhil revolt of 1818, the uprising of the Mers in Rajputana in 1820, the rebellion of 

the Hos in Chota Nagpur in 1831, the uprising 

oftheKhondsinOrissain1846andtheSanthalrebellioninBiharin1855.Indiantribalimprintis noticeably visible in the 

Hindu tradition. Much of Hindu civilisation possesses tribal forerunners. 

ThetribalelementaidedindelimitingtheSanskritinheritance,astheArthashatra,theMahabharata and Ramayana 

suggest. And yet due to reasons of geography, colonial history and a number of shortcomings in post-

independence era, the scheduled tribes are yet to become sophisticated, a 

tribeasa‘socialgroupwithterritorialaffiliation,endogamouswithnospecializationoffunctions, ruled by tribal 

officers hereditarily or otherwise united in language or dialect, recognizing social distance with other tribes or 

castes without any social obloquy attaching to them, as it does in the caste structure, following tribal traditions, 

beliefs and customs, liberal of naturalization of ideas from alien sources, above all conscious of homogeneity of 

ethnic and territorialintegration. 

 

Geographical isolation - they live in cloistered, exclusive, remote and inhospitable areas such as hills 

and forests, backwardness - their livelihood is based on primitive agriculture, a low- value closed economy with 

a low level of technology that leads to their poverty, they have low levels of literacy and health, distinctive 

culture, language and religion - communities have developed their own distinctive culture, language and 

religion, shyness of contact – they have a 

marginaldegreeofcontactwithotherculturesandpeople.Thetribesremaindisadvantageddueto 

variousfactorslikegeographicalandculturalisolation,lackofproperhealthfacilities,inabilityto satisfy basic needs, 

lack of control over resources and assets, lack of education and skills, malnutrition, lack of shelter, poor access 

to water and sanitation, vulnerability to shocks,violence and crime, lack of access to proper infrastructure 

facilities and technologies and lack of political freedom and voice. All these challenges can make their living a 

difficult task. Considering these issues, the government is trying to help the tribes through different welfare 

schemes. This paper tries to analyse the socio-economic status of the tribal communities, the government 

schemes put forthbythegovernmentsofTelanganaandAndhraPradeshforthewelfareoftribalcommunities. In 1950-
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51 censuses, tribals make up 5.6 percent of the country's total population. According to the 2011 Census, the 

number of Scheduled Tribes in India is 10,42,81,034. This is 8.6 percent of the total population of India. A total 

of 9,38,19,162 people belonging to the Scheduled tribe live in rural areas, while 1,04,61,872 live in urban areas. 

Scheduled tribes make up 11.3 percent ofthe total population in rural areas and 2.8 percent in urban areas. 

There are about 550 tribes in India. There are about 550 tribes in India. According to the 1951 census, tribals 

make up 5.6 percent of the country's population. According to the 2011 Census, the number of Scheduled 

Tribes in India is 10,42,81,034. This is 8.6 percent of India's total population [according to the 2001 census, itis 

8.2 percent of India's total population]. A total of 9,38,19,162 people belonging to the Scheduled tribe live in 

rural areas and 1,04,61,872 in urban areas. Scheduled tribes make up 11.3 percent of the total population in 

rural areas and 2.8 percent in urban areas. The decade-long growth rate of India's population during 2001-2011 

was 17.6 percent. The decade-long growth rate of the Scheduled tribes during this period was 23.7 percent. 

 

Thedecade-longgrowthrateofScheduledtribesinruralareaswaslow21.3percent,while it was higher in 

urban areas 49.7 percent. Telangana state formed on the 2nd June, 2014. After 

formationofTelangana,TelanganahasgivenhighprioritytothedevelopmentofScheduledTribes which accounts for 

9.08 percent of the total population of the state. According to census of India, 2011, ST Population is in ITDA 

Districts 53 percent and ST Population in Other Districts 47 Percent. The percentage of the ST Literacy is 49.8 

and Male Literacy is 61 percent and female Literacy is 40 percent. There are 32 Tribal Communities including 

4 PvTGs. The major STs in Telangana are Lambadis 64.3 percent, Koya 12 percent, Gonda / Naikpodu 9.4 

percentYerukula 

4.5 percent,Kolam1.4percentandremainingtribesarebelow10percent.2011censustherateof literacy in India is 

72.99 percent whereas that of it in scheduled tribes is 59 percent. State-wise, the rate of literacy in scheduled 

tribes is highest in Mizoram 91.7 percent and lowest in Andhra 

Pradesh49.2percent.Amongunionterritories,thehighestrateofliteracyinscheduledtribesisin Lakshadweep 91.7 

percent. In 2011, the total tribal population of Telangana was 31, 77,940 and Andhra Pradesh was 49,575,771. 

The numerically dominant tribal groups of Telangana are Lambada/ Banjara, Koya, Gonds, Yerukala/Kurru and 

Pradhan; whereas Lambada, Yerukula and 

YanadiarenumericallydominanttribalgroupsofAndhraPradesh.Thispapertriestofocusonthe socio-economic 

conditions of the tribes of Telangana the welfare schemes put forth for them by the government. Article 15(4) 

and 16(4) Reservation of seats in educational institutions and government jobs for Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes to help them overcome historical disadvantages and improve their socio-economic status. 

Article 46 Lays down the directive principles of the State Policy which require the State to promote the 

educational and economic interests of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, and to protect them from 

social injustice and all forms of exploitation. Article 244 Administering tribal areas in certain states, such as 

Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, and Mizoram, under the Fifth and Sixth Schedules of the 

Constitution.Article275FinancialassistancetothestatesforthewelfareofScheduledCastesand Scheduled Tribes. 
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Article 330 Reserving seats in the House of the People and the Legislative Assemblies of the States for 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. Article 332 Reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 

Tribes in the Legislative Councils of the States where such Councils exist. 

 

Article 338 Constitution of a National Commission for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 

Tribestoinvestigateandmonitortheimplementationoflawsandpoliciesrelatedtothewelfareof Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes. Article 366 (25) of the Constitution of India refers to Scheduled Tribes (ST) as those 

communities, who are scheduled in accordance with Article 342 of the Constitution. Our country's aboriginal 

inhabitants are identified as the tribal population. For centuries, they have lived a simple life based on the 

natural atmosphere, developing cultural characteristics that are compatible with their physical and social 

environments. The Telangana State constitutes highest tribal population in Southern India. National 

Commission for Scheduled Tribes Act, 2004: This act provides for establishing a National Commission for 

Scheduled Tribes(NCST) to investigate and monitor the implementation of laws and policies related to the 

welfare of scheduledtribes. 

Objectives of the study: 

 
1. To study the socio-economic condition of Scheduled Tribals communities in Telangana state. 

2. To study the government schemes of Telangana for the welfare of tribal communities, the educational 

facility available for tribalpeople. 

3. To identify the resources available in the selected area of thestudy. 

 
4. To propose various measures to improve the socioeconomic conditions of the Scheduled Tribals in the 

studyarea. 

Statement of the problem: 

 
Telanganaisasymbolofdiversityasitisoneofthehighlyindustrializedareasinthestate and similarly with the 

tribal population. Most of the mandals of the district are dominated by the backward tribal population and a few 

areas are covered with basic industries like coal extraction, thermal power production, paper production, etc., 

Well-educated employees on one side, agency illiteracy on the other side show the extremes of this region. The 

present study is an attempt to study and analyze the socio-economic status of the ScheduledTribes. 
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Methodology of study: 

 
The present study focused on socio-economic status of scheduled tribes in telanganastate. The data 

collection to undertake this study the data collected from secondary sources, the secondary data for this study 

has been collected from various sources such as Journals, books, magazines and articles, publications, various 

research papers, newspapersetc. 

Review of literature: 

 
The researcher reviewed many researchers conducted in India and abroad to find out the correct area to 

carry out the research work ,which will be fruitful for the professionals and country. 

 

            Rao, D. Pulla (2013) in his paper addresses the socioeconomic status of the scheduled tribes in 

Visakhapatnam district of Andhra Pradesh State (India). In the sample, the majority of the households are the 

tribe of Konda Dora. Further, the majority of the sample households in the study area are Hindus and more than 

70 percent of the sample population are illiterate. Cultivation is the primary occupation participated by the 

maximum heads of the sample households. Income from cultivation supports the majority of the sample 

population. More than 53 percent of the cultivators have farm income around ₹ 2,000.00 to ₹ 5,000.00. Even 

though, the wage labourers are more in the sample population, the share of income derived from that is less when 

compared to cultivation.  

 

        Bulender (2017) had concluded that the high incidence of rape cases and domestic violence are associated 

with women disempowerment which causes a source of economic poverty. He further observed that the social 

and economic poverty of tribal women are the significant factors for the incidence of high crime rate in the 

tribal areas. Awareness programs on social empowerment among the tribal women are to be imparted by both 

the government and non-governmental agencies. 

 

Roy (2016.) had observed that in spite of so much emphasis was given to tribal communities since 60 

years of independence and more than half century of plan interventions with a good number of provisions, 

Indian tribe is nowhere near a satisfactory solution.  

 

       Biradar and Jayasheela (2007 had opinioned that on the educational status of scheduled tribes people and 

they arranging the programme for their development. Although the rate of literacy increased significantly, a 

greater illiteracy continued to exist in respect of Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes as compared to that of non- 

scheduled tribes. The educational status among social groups is found to be highly unequal in India, even after 

more than five decades of developmental struggle. In spite of several programmes implemented towards provision 

of compulsory education, especially for scheduled tribes, the illiteracy rates continue to be quite significant 

among them. 
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Percentage of STs Population to total population of the district 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The above table shows 

that highest percent of ST lives in Khammam 27.4 percent district and followed by Adilabad 18.1 percent, 

Warangal 15.1 percent, and the lowest percentage of STs Population to total population in Hyderabad 1.2 

percent. Most ST male and female lives in 

Khammam26.9percentand27.5percentrespectivelydistrictandfollowedbyAdilabad18percent & 18.1 percent 

Warangal 15.3 percent, 14.9 percent, the lowest percentage of STs Population to total population in Hyderabad 

1.3 and 1.2 percent. It is observed that distribution of male and 

femaleSTpopulationisunequallydistributedamongtheTelanganastates.Thetotalpopulationof the State, the STs 

constitute 9.3 percent. The percentage of scheduled tribes’ population is higher 

thanthenationalaverageof8.6percent.Therehasbeenasignificantincreaseinthepercentageof tribal population in 

total from 2.81 percent in 1961 to 8.19 percent in 1981 and further to 9.34 percent in 2011. The increase is 

mainly on account of the inclusion of certain castes under the category of scheduledtribes. 

 

Many tribal communities have been displaced from their traditional lands due todevelopment projects, 

mining, and other activities, this has led to losing their livelihoods, homes, and cultural heritage, they have 

limited access to education and healthcare, which has a negative impact on theiroverallwell-

beinganddevelopment,lotofhealthissues,suchasmalnutrition,lackofaccess 

toproperhealthcare,andahighincidenceofinfectiousdiseases,theliteracyrateamongthetribal population is lower 

compared to the national average and the healthcare facilities in tribal areas areinadequate, 

as per census 2011 the literacy rate was 59 percent, due to impact of globalization and modernization 

traditional practices and rituals of the Great andamanese tribes are on the verge of extinction, engaged in 

traditional forms of livelihoods, such as agriculture, forestry, and hunting, which are becoming less viable in 

the face of modernization and globalization, one of the most significant issues faced by tribal communities is 

the lack of secure land rights many tribes live in forest areas or remote regions where their traditional rights to 

 

S.No 

Districts Total Male female 

1 Adilabad 18.1 18.0 18.1 

2 Hyderabad 1.2 1.3 1.2 

3 Karimnagar 2.8 2.8 2.8 

4 Khammam 27.4 26.9 27.5 

5 Mahbubnagar 9.0 9.3 8.9 

6 Medak 5.6 5.7 5.5 

7 Nalgonda 11.3 11.8 11.0 

8 Nizamabad 7.6 7.4 7.5 

9 Rangareddy 4.1 4.3 4.1 

10 Warangal 15.1 15.3 14.9 

 Telangana 9.3 9.5 9.3 

http://www.ijrar.org/


© 2017 IJRAR February 2017, Volume 4, Issue 1                         www.ijrar.org  (E-ISSN 2348-1269, P- ISSN 2349-5138) 

IJRAR19D4862 International Journal of Research and Analytical Reviews (IJRAR) www.ijrar.org 736 
 

land and resources are often not 

recognized,leadingtodisplacementandlandalienation,tribalpopulationsoftenexperiencesocio- economic 

marginalisation, including poverty, lack of access to quality education, healthcare, and 

basicamenitieslikecleanwaterandsanitationfacilities,educationlevelsamongtribalpopulations 

aregenerallylowerthanthenationalaverage,lackofaccesstoqualityeducation,culturalbarriers, and language 

differences can hinder the educational development of tribal children, rapid 

urbanisationandmodernisationcanleadtotheerosionoftribalcultures,languages,andtraditional practices. The 

younger generation may face challenges preserving their cultural identity, despite protective measures, tribal 

communities often face inadequate political representation and lack a strong voice in decision-making 

processes that concern their welfare andrights. 

 

Conclusion: 

 
It concludes the present study the empowerment the Tribal youth for their economic development, the 

Corporation is imparting the training under various job oriented courses to the Tribals so as to become self-

employable. Entire institutions' training charges will be borne by the Corporation besides giving stipend of 

Rs.350/- to local candidates and Rs.1000/- to non-local candidates. 1) Mobile repairing 2) Car driving 3) 

Fashion Designing 4) Stitching 5) Beautician. 

Theincreaseismainlyonaccountoftheinclusionofcertaincastesunderthecategoryofscheduled tribes. It is observed 

that the distribution of female ST population lives inKhammam 23.8 percent district among the Telangana 

state. It is observed that Adilabad, Nizambad, Khammam district are reached above 1000 in total sex ratio, rural 

and urban sex ratio which is higher that state sex ratio. 

Itisobservedthatthelowestfemaleliteracyrateis30.4percentinMahbubnagarandlowestmale literacy rate is 53.7 

percent in Mahabubnagar. Its socio and economic status of ST is not improved even after creation of the 

separate state. State shall create new policy in favour of ST those who are underdeveloped. Education is the 

most powerful tool for development indicators at the same time, accessibility of education did not reach to ST 

in proper manner. 
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