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Abstract

Davangere District in Karnataka is known for its intricate network of tanks (small reservoirs) that have
historically played a crucial role in the region's water management and agricultural practices. This study
explores the historical significance and evolution of these tanks, offering insights into their impact on the

region's development and current challenges.
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Historical Significance

1. Introduction

Tanks in Davangere have been pivotal to the region’s agrarian economy, providing essential irrigation
and water resources. Understanding their historical significance and evolution helps in appreciating their role
in the district’s development and addressing contemporary challenges. To provide a more detailed study of
the historical significance and evolution of tanks in Davangere District, we can delve deeper into various
aspects, including specific examples of notable tanks, detailed historical context, and the impact of

modernization.

Historical Significance Ancient and Medieval Periods:

Early Uses Tanks in Davanagere have roots in ancient water management systems. Early settlers
constructed tanks to harness and store rainwater, which was crucial for sustaining agriculture and providing

drinking water. These systems supported early settlements and helped in the expansion of agriculture.
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Chalukyan Influence The Chalukyas, who ruled from the 6th to 12th centuries, were instrumental in

developing sophisticated water management systems. Their administration promoted the construction and
maintenance of tanks to enhance agricultural productivity and manage water resources. Many tanks in
Davangere are attributed to this period, reflecting advanced engineering skills and a deep understanding of

water management.

Hoysala Period The Hoysala dynasty (11th to 14th centuries) continued the tradition of tank construction.
Their contributions included the enhancement of existing tanks and the creation of new ones, focusing on

improving irrigation systems to support the agrarian economy.

Kere: The term "Kere" is used locally to refer to tanks or small reservoirs. These structures have been
integral to the region's water management system.Banda Kere: One of the notable historical tanks in
Davangere, Banda Kere, was constructed during the Chalukyan period. It is known for its extensive network
of channels and sophisticated design, reflecting the engineering prowess of that era. Kacheri Tank: Another
significant tank, the Kacheri Tank, is noted for its historical importance and its role in supporting agriculture
in the region. It dates back to the medieval period and showcases the continuity of water management practices

over centuries.

British Colonial Period:

Infrastructure Enhancement During the British colonial period (19th to mid-20th century), there was a
significant focus on modernizing infrastructure. British administrators repaired and expanded existing tanks,

incorporating modern engineering practices to improve water storage and distribution.

Systematic Management the British era saw the introduction of systematic approaches to water
management. This included detailed surveys, improved construction techniques, and better maintenance
practices, which helped in managing the increasing demands on water resources due to population growth and

agricultural expansion.
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Evolution of Tanks

Traditional Management Tanks were traditionally managed by local communities using knowledge passed
down through generations. Techniques included constructing embankments, regulating water flow, and
ensuring regular maintenance. These practices were integral to sustaining agricultural productivity and

managing water resources.

Agricultural Role Tanks were crucial for irrigation, especially during dry seasons. They supported various

crops, contributing to the region's agrarian economy and helping to stabilize food production.

Post-Independence Period:

Modernization and Expansion after India’s independence in 1947, there was an emphasis on modernizing
agricultural practices and expanding irrigation infrastructure. New tanks were constructed, and existing ones

were upgraded to meet the growing demands of a modernizing economy.

Challenges of Urbanization rapid urbanization and industrialization led to several challenges, including
siltation, encroachment, and pollution. The expansion of urban areas often encroached upon tank areas,

reducing their effectiveness and impacting local ecosystems.

Recent Developments and Future Directions

Integrated Water Management

Holistic Approaches recent efforts focus on integrated water management, which involves balancing the
needs of agriculture, urban development, and environmental conservation. This approach aims to optimize the

use of water resources while preserving the ecological health of tanks.

Smart Technologies the use of smart technologies, such as remote sensing and GIS (Geographic
Information Systems), is being explored to monitor and manage tank conditions. These technologies provide

valuable data for decision-making and help in efficient water management.

IJRAR19D5649 | International Journal of Research and Analytical Reviews (IJRAR) www.ijrar.org | 226


http://www.ijrar.org/

© 2017 IJRAR July 2017, Volume 4, Issue 3 www.ijrar.org (E-ISSN 2348-1269, P- ISSN 2349-5138)
Conservation and Restoration in recent years, there has been a renewed focus on the conservation and

restoration of tanks. Various government and non-governmental initiatives aim to rejuvenate these water

bodies through de-siltation, pollution control, and habitat restoration.

Community Involvement there has been a significant increase in community involvement in tank
management. Local communities are actively engaged in restoration projects, recognizing the tanks' vital role

in their livelihoods and local ecology.

Current Issues and Initiatives

Environmental Challenges:

Pollution tanks face significant pollution problems due to industrial runoff, agricultural practices, and

improper waste disposal. This pollution affects water quality and the health of aquatic ecosystems.

Siltation and Encroachment over time, tanks accumulate silt, reducing their storage capacity. Additionally,

urban expansion and agricultural activities have led to encroachment, further impacting tank functionality.

Conservation Efforts:

Integrated Water Management Integrated management plans are being developed to address the challenges
faced by tanks. These plans consider urban growth, agricultural needs, and environmental conservation to

ensure sustainable use of water resources.

Conclusion

The tanks of Davangere District are a historical and cultural asset, reflecting centuries of water
management practices. From ancient engineering feats to modern restoration efforts, these tanks have been
central to the region's development. Understanding their historical significance and evolution helps in
addressing contemporary challenges and ensuring their sustainable future. Continued efforts in conservation,
community involvement, and modernization are essential for maintaining the ecological and socio-economic

benefits of these vital water resources.
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The tanks of Davangere District are a testament to the region's historical and ongoing efforts in water

management. From ancient constructions to modern conservation efforts, these tanks have been central to the
district’s agricultural and economic development. Understanding their historical significance and evolution
helps in addressing current challenges and planning for sustainable management. Continued efforts to restore

and preserve these tanks are crucial for maintaining their ecological and socio-economic value.
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