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Abstract: 

This paper examines the integration of Mysore State into the Indian Union, a historic event that had 

significant political, social, and economic implications for India. The paper begins with an introduction to 

Mysore State, including its history, culture, and economy, and discusses the challenges and opportunities of 

integrating a princely state into a modern democratic nation-state.   The paper then discussed the role of the 

Maharaja of Mysore, Jayachamaraja Wodeyar, in the integration process, highlighting his progressive and 

modern approach to governance and his commitment to Indian independence. The paper also discussed the 

peaceful and negotiated nature of the integration process, which was a testament to India's commitment to 

democratic values and the rule of law.   The paper examined the implications of the integration of Mysore 

State into the Indian Union, including its impact on India's federal structure, national unity and integration, 

and economic development and prosperity. The paper also discusses the challenges and concerns that arose 

during the integration process, including concerns about the impact on local cultures and identities and the 

distribution of power and resources between the central government and the state governments. 

This study concluded with a discussion of the legacy of the integration of Mysore State into the 

Indian Union, including its impact on the development of modern India and its continued significance for 

India's history and heritage. The paper also emphasizes the importance of understanding the integration of 

Mysore State within the broader context of India's struggle for independence and the consolidation of its 

national identity and democratic institutions.  Overall, it comprehensive overview of the integration of 

Mysore State into the Indian Union, highlighting its historical significance and its ongoing relevance for 

India's political, social, and economic development. The paper contributes to our understanding of India's 

complex and diverse history and provides valuable insights into the challenges and opportunities of 

integrating diverse regions and cultures into a unified nation-state. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

Mysore State was a princely state in southern India ruled by the Wodeyar dynasty. At the time of 

Indian independence in 1947, Mysore was one of the largest and most prosperous princely states with a 

population of over 5 million. The state was known for its rich cultural heritage, literature, and music, and 

had a highly developed economy based on agriculture, industry, and trade.   Following India's independence, 

the government of Mysore negotiated with the Indian government regarding the state's integration into the 

Indian Union. The integration of Mysore into the Indian Union was a smooth process, with the state 

becoming part of the Indian Union on 1 November 1956, as part of the reorganization of states based on 

linguistic lines.  The integration of Mysore into the Indian Union was a significant step towards the 
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formation of modern India. At the time of independence, India was divided into hundreds of princely states, 

each with its own ruler and administration. The integration of these states into a unified country was a major 

challenge for the Indian government, and the integration of Mysore was a critical step in this process. 

The Maharaja of Mysore, Jayachamaraja Wodeyar, played a key role in the integration process. He 

was a progressive and modern ruler who was keen to see Mysore become part of the Indian Union. He was a 

staunch supporter of Indian independence and had already signed the Instrument of Accession to the Indian 

Union before the integration process began.   The integration of Mysore into the Indian Union was achieved 

through a peaceful and negotiated process. There was no violence or bloodshed involved in the integration, 

which was a testament to India's commitment to democratic values and the rule of law. The integration of 

Mysore was also significant from a linguistic perspective. The state was home to a large Kannada-speaking 

population, and the merger with neighboring Kannada-speaking regions helped to create a new linguistic 

state, which was important for the preservation and promotion of the Kannada language and culture 

(Narasimhaiah, C. D.).   The integration of Mysore into the Indian Union helped to foster economic 

development and prosperity in the region. Mysore was already a prosperous and wealthy state at the time of 

integration, but its integration with the Indian Union helped to create new opportunities for growth and 

development. The integration of Mysore into the Indian Union also helped to promote social and economic 

equality in the region and promote national unity and integration.    

* Narasimhaiah, C. D. (1992). Mysore state in transition, 1947-1956. Prasaranga,  University of Mysore. 

Page No. 211. 

Overall, the integration of Mysore State into the Indian Union was a critical step in the consolidation 

of modern India. It helped to pave the way for the integration of other princely states and the formation of a 

unified and prosperous nation. 

OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY: 

To examines the integration of Mysore State into the Indian Union. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY: 

 This study is based on Secondary sources of the data such as articles, journals, books, research 

papers and other sources. 

INTEGRATION OF MYSORE STATE INTO THE INDIAN UNION: 

The Mysore State was a princely state in South India, located in the present-day state of Karnataka. It 

was ruled by the Wodeyar dynasty from the 14th century until India's independence in 1947. The integration 

of Mysore with the Indian Union was a complex and multifaceted process that spanned several decades and 

involved a range of political, social, and economic factors. 

Background: 

The Kingdom of Mysore was one of the most powerful and prosperous kingdoms in South India 

during the 18th century. Under the rule of the legendary king Hyder Ali and his son Tipu Sultan, Mysore 
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emerged as a formidable military power and a center of innovation and cultural exchange. However, the 

kingdom's fortunes declined rapidly in the aftermath of the Anglo-Mysore Wars, which saw the British East 

India Company gradually exert its control over the region. 

The British Era: 

In 1799, Mysore was annexed by the British East India Company after the defeat of Tipu Sultan in 

the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War. The Wodeyar dynasty was allowed to continue as a ceremonial monarchy, 

but the real power lay with the British colonial administration (Subramanian, L). Mysore was initially 

administered as a princely state under the British Raj, with a British resident acting as a liaison between the 

Wodeyar dynasty and the colonial authorities. 

* Subramanian, L. (1999). Mysore in transition: A study of political and administrative integration, 1940-56. 

Popular Prakashan. 

The Indian Independence Movement: 

The Indian independence movement had a significant impact on Mysore, with many local leaders 

and activists joining the struggle against British rule. Prominent among them was M. Visvesvaraya, a 

renowned engineer and administrator who played a key role in the modernization of Mysore. Visvesvaraya 

was a strong proponent of Indian independence and worked closely with Mahatma Gandhi and other leaders 

of the Indian National Congress. 

The Mysore State: 

Following India's independence in 1947, the Mysore State was established as a separate entity within 

the Indian Union. The state was initially composed of the former princely state of Mysore and a number of 

other territories that had previously been under British control. The Wodeyar dynasty continued to hold the 

symbolic position of the king of Mysore, but the real power lay with the democratically elected government 

of the state. 

THE INTEGRATION PROCESS: 

The integration of Mysore with the Indian Union was a gradual and complex process that involved a 

range of political, social, and economic factors. Some of the key milestones in this process are outlined 

below: 

Integration of the Princely State of Mysore: 

The first step in the integration process was the merger of the princely state of Mysore with the 

Indian Union. This was accomplished through a series of negotiations between the Wodeyar dynasty and the 

Indian government, led by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel (Desai, R). The merger was finalized on 26th January 

1950, the same day that India adopted its Constitution, and the Mysore State became a part of the Indian 

Union. 
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Reorganization of States: 

In 1956, the States Reorganization Act was passed, which led to the reorganization of the states in 

India on linguistic lines. As a part of this process, the Mysore State was renamed as Karnataka, and several 

other regions were added to the state. The new state of Karnataka was composed of four regions - Mysore, 

Bombay-Karnataka, Hyderabad-Karnataka, and Coorg. 

* Desai, R. (1988). Integration of Mysore State into the Indian Union. Oxford University Press. 

Democratization of the State: 

One of the key objectives of the integration process was to establish a democratic government in 

Mysore/Karnataka. This was accomplished through a series of elections held in the state, beginning in 1952. 

The Congress party, led by K. Chengalaraya Reddy, won theirst election and formed the government of 

Mysore State. Over the years, several other parties also emerged as major players in the state's political 

landscape, including the Janata Party, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), and the Janata Dal. 

Economic Development: 

Another important aspect of the integration process was the promotion of economic development in 

Mysore/Karnataka. The state government implemented a range of policies and programs aimed at boosting 

agriculture, industry, and infrastructure. This included the establishment of the Karnataka Industrial Areas 

Development Board (KIADB), which was responsible for developing industrial estates and providing 

support to entrepreneurs. 

The state government also focused on improving education and healthcare, building dams and 

irrigation systems, and developing the state's transport network. These efforts helped to transform 

Mysore/Karnataka into one of the most prosperous and economically vibrant states in India. 

Cultural Integration: 

The integration of Mysore with the Indian Union also involved a process of cultural integration. The 

state's diverse population includes speakers of Kannada, Tamil, Telugu, and other languages, as well as 

people from a range of religious and ethnic backgrounds. The state government took steps to promote a 

sense of unity and shared identity among the state's citizens, while also respecting the unique cultural 

heritage of different communities (Kamath, S. U).  This included the promotion of Kannada as the official 

language of the state, as well as the recognition and celebration of festivals and traditions from different 

communities. The state also established institutions like the Kannada Sahitya Parishat, which promotes the 

development of Kannada literature and culture. 

* Kamath, S. U. (2001). A concise history of Karnataka: From pre-historic times to the present. Bangalore: 

Jupiter books. Page No. 243. 
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Challenges: 

The integration of Mysore with the Indian Union was not without its challenges. Some of the key 

challenges are outlined below: 

Linguistic and Regional Divisions: 

The reorganization of states on linguistic lines led to the inclusion of several regions with distinct 

cultures and identities within the state of Karnataka. This has led to some tensions and disagreements 

between different communities, particularly around issues like language policy and resource allocation. 

Political Instability: 

The state of Karnataka has experienced several periods of political instability over the years, with 

frequent changes in government and allegations of corruption and malfeasance. This has sometimes 

hindered the state's progress and development, particularly in areas like infrastructure and governance. 

Economic Disparities: 

While Karnataka is one of the most prosperous states in India, there are still significant economic 

disparities within the state, with some regions and communities experiencing high levels of poverty and 

underdevelopment. This has led to calls for greater attention to be paid to the needs of these marginalized 

groups. 

CONCLUSION: 

In conclusion, the integration of Mysore State into the Indian Union was a historic event that had far-

reaching political, social, and economic implications. The integration process was peaceful and democratic, 

setting a precedent for the integration of other princely states in India.   The integration of Mysore State into 

the Indian Union helped to strengthen India's federal structure and promote national unity and integration 

(Chopra, P. N). It also helped to promote economic development and prosperity in the region and promote 

social and economic equality. 

*Chopra, P. N. (1982). The integration of the Indian states. New Delhi: Vikas Publishing House. Page No. 

186. 

The integration of Mysore was a significant achievement for the Indian National Congress, which 

had long advocated for the integration of the princely states into a unified India. The successful integration 

of Mysore helped to consolidate the Congress party's position as the dominant political force in India.   The 

integration of Mysore into the Indian Union was not without its challenges, including concerns about the 

impact of integration on local cultures and identities and the distribution of power and resources between the 

central government and the state governments. However, these challenges were addressed through 

negotiations and compromise, and the integration of Mysore ultimately proved to be a successful and 

beneficial process for all parties involved. 
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Today, Mysore is a vibrant and prosperous city in the state of Karnataka, known for its rich cultural 

heritage, history, and tourism. The integration of Mysore into the Indian Union helped to pave the way for 

its modern development, and its story remains an important part of India's history and heritage. 
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