© 2017 IJRAR November 2017, Volume 4, Issue 4 www.ijrar.org (E-ISSN 2348-1269, P- ISSN 2349-5138)

ADMINISTRATIVE AND ECONOMIC
REFORMS UNDER KRISHNA RAJA
WODEYAR-I

*Dr.H.G.Narayana, Assistant Professor of History, Govt. Arts College, Banalore.

Abstract:

This paper examines the Administrative and Economic Reforms Under Krishna Raja Wodeyar-I.
Krishna Raja Wodeyar |, who ruled the Kingdom of Mysore from 1761 to 1770, is notable for his
transformative administrative and economic reforms, which were crucial in stabilizing the kingdom after a
period of chaos and fragmentation. His reign marked a significant shift towards centralized governance,
improved administrative efficiency, and economic revitalization. Administratively, Krishna Raja Wodeyar |
focused on centralizing power to create a more unified and streamlined government. This centralization
involved consolidating regional authorities and revamping the bureaucratic structure to enhance efficiency
and reduce corruption. By appointing competent officials and strengthening the judicial system, he aimed to
ensure fair and effective governance. His reforms were pivotal in restoring public trust and stabilizing the
state apparatus, setting a precedent for future rulers. Economically, Krishna Raja Wodeyar | implemented
key reforms to address inefficiencies in revenue collection, stimulate agricultural productivity, and promote
trade and commerce. He reorganized the tax system to simplify and streamline revenue collection, thereby
reducing corruption and increasing financial resources for the state. Recognizing the critical role of
agriculture, he invested in irrigation infrastructure to boost agricultural output. Additionally, his focus on
improving infrastructure and reducing trade barriers facilitated economic growth and integration within the

kingdom.

These reforms were instrumental in laying a strong foundation for Mysore's future development.
Krishna Raja Wodeyar I'’s efforts in administrative centralization and economic revitalization not only
restored stability but also set the stage for the kingdom's subsequent expansion and prosperity under his
successors, particularly Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan. His reign thus represents a critical period of reform and
consolidation in Mysore's history.
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INTRODUCTION:

Krishna Raja Wodeyar I, who reigned as the ruler of the Kingdom of Mysore from 1761 to 1770,
was a significant figure in South Indian history, known for his pivotal role in stabilizing and revitalizing the
Mysore state during a tumultuous period. Ascending to the throne after the death of his predecessor, he came
to power amidst a backdrop of political instability and factional conflicts that had plagued the region. His
rule marked a crucial turning point for Mysore, setting the stage for future growth and development.

Krishna Raja Wodeyar I's reign was characterized by a series of administrative and economic reforms aimed
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at consolidating power and improving governance. He focused on centralizing the administration to create a
more cohesive and efficient government structure. His efforts to revamp the bureaucracy, promote justice,
and streamline revenue collection were instrumental in restoring stability to the kingdom. Additionally, he
invested in agricultural development, infrastructure, and trade, which helped to stimulate economic growth

and enhance the kingdom's prosperity.

Though his reign was relatively short, Krishna Raja Wodeyar I's reforms laid a strong foundation for
the future expansion and success of the Mysore state. His contributions were further built upon by his
successors, notably Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan, who continued to develop and strengthen the kingdom.
Krishna Raja Wodeyar I's leadership thus represents a pivotal moment in the history of Mysore, reflecting

both his vision and his enduring impact on the region.
OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY:

This paper examines the Administrative and Economic Reforms Under Krishna Raja Wodeyar-I.
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY:

This study is based on secondary sources of data such as articles, books, journals, research papers,

websites and other sources.
ADMINISTRATIVE AND ECONOMIC REFORMS UNDER KRISHNA RAJA WODEYAR-I

Krishna Raja Wodeyar I, who ruled the Kingdom of Mysore from 1761 to 1770, is often noted for his efforts
in administrative and economic reforms. His reign was relatively short but impactful, especially in the
context of rebuilding and consolidating the Mysore state after a period of turmoil. Here are some key aspects
of his reforms:

Administrative Reforms:

Krishna Raja Wodeyar I, who ruled the Kingdom of Mysore from 1761 to 1770, is remembered for his
impactful administrative reforms. His reign, though short-lived, was crucial in stabilizing the Mysore state
after a period of upheaval. His reforms were aimed at centralizing power, improving administrative

efficiency, and ensuring justice, laying the groundwork for future governance in the kingdom.

At the heart of Krishna Raja Wodeyar I's administrative reforms was the centralization of power. This was a
critical move, given the fragmented nature of the Mysore kingdom at the time. The previous decade had
seen a lot of instability, with various factions vying for control and frequent changes in leadership. By
centralizing administrative functions, Krishna Raja Wodeyar | aimed to create a more unified and coherent
governance structure. This involved consolidating various regional authorities under the central rule,
ensuring that the administration could be managed more effectively from a single point of control. The
centralization process also included the creation of a more organized bureaucracy, with clearly defined roles

and responsibilities for officials.
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The reorganization of the bureaucracy was a key aspect of Krishna Raja Wodeyar I's administrative reforms.

The kingdom's administrative machinery had to be revamped to improve efficiency and reduce corruption.
This reorganization involved the appointment of more competent and trustworthy officials, who were
expected to carry out their duties with integrity and diligence. The restructured bureaucracy was designed to
ensure that administrative tasks were performed more efficiently and that the needs of the kingdom were
addressed more effectively. By streamlining the administrative processes and improving the quality of

governance, Krishna Raja Wodeyar | aimed to enhance the overall functioning of the state.

One of the significant aspects of Krishna Raja Wodeyar I's administration was his focus on justice. The
judicial system required reforms to ensure that justice was administered fairly and effectively. This involved
changes in legal procedures and the appointment of more reliable judges who were committed to upholding
the rule of law. Krishna Raja Wodeyar I's reforms aimed to make the judicial system more accessible to the
common people and to ensure that legal disputes were resolved in a fair and timely manner. The emphasis
on justice was crucial in maintaining social order and ensuring that the administration was perceived as

legitimate and fair by the people.

Krishna Raja Wodeyar I's administrative reforms had a profound impact on the governance of the Mysore
kingdom. By centralizing power, reorganizing the bureaucracy, and focusing on justice, he was able to
stabilize the state and lay the foundation for future growth. His reforms not only improved the efficiency of
the administration but also helped in restoring public confidence in the government. The changes
implemented during his reign were built upon by his successors, particularly by Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan,

who continued to develop and expand the administrative framework of the kingdom.
Economic Reforms:

Krishna Raja Wodeyar I's economic reforms were equally significant, focusing on reorganizing revenue
collection, promoting agricultural development, stimulating trade and commerce, and investing in
infrastructure. These reforms were aimed at strengthening the economic foundations of the Mysore kingdom

and ensuring sustainable growth.

The reorganization of the revenue collection system was one of the most crucial economic reforms under
Krishna Raja Wodeyar I. The previous system had been plagued by inefficiencies and corruption, which
hindered the kingdom's ability to generate revenue and fund essential services. Krishna Raja Wodeyar |
sought to address these issues by simplifying and streamlining the tax collection process. This involved
implementing more effective methods for assessing and collecting taxes, reducing opportunities for
corruption, and ensuring that revenue was collected in a timely manner. By improving the efficiency of the
revenue collection system, Krishna Raja Wodeyar | aimed to increase the kingdom's financial resources and

ensure that the government had the funds needed to carry out its responsibilities.

Agricultural development was another key focus of Krishna Raja Wodeyar I's economic reforms.
Recognizing the importance of agriculture to the kingdom's economy, he worked to improve irrigation

systems and agricultural practices. This included the construction of new tanks and the repair of existing
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ones to ensure better water management. Improved irrigation was essential for boosting agricultural

productivity and ensuring that crops could be grown reliably. Krishna Raja Wodeyar I's efforts in this area
aimed to increase agricultural output, which would, in turn, contribute to the overall economic stability of

the kingdom.

In addition to agricultural development, Krishna Raja Wodeyar | promoted trade and commerce as a means
of stimulating economic activity. His reforms in this area involved improving infrastructure and reducing
obstacles to business. By investing in the construction and maintenance of roads and markets, he facilitated
the movement of goods and services within the kingdom and with neighboring regions. This not only helped
to boost local trade but also contributed to the growth of the regional economy. Krishna Raja Wodeyar I's
support for trade and commerce was aimed at creating a more vibrant and dynamic economic environment,

which would benefit both merchants and consumers.

Infrastructure development was a critical component of Krishna Raja Wodeyar I's economic reforms.
Investments in infrastructure, such as roads and markets, were essential for facilitating trade and improving
connectivity within the kingdom. By enhancing infrastructure, Krishna Raja Wodeyar | aimed to create a
more conducive environment for economic activity and growth. Improved infrastructure not only made it
easier for goods and services to be exchanged but also contributed to the overall development of the
kingdom. The construction of new roads and markets helped to integrate different regions of the kingdom

and promote economic cohesion.

Krishna Raja Wodeyar I's economic reforms had a significant impact on the Mysore kingdom. By
reorganizing revenue collection, promoting agricultural development, stimulating trade and commerce, and
investing in infrastructure, he was able to strengthen the kingdom's economic foundations and ensure
sustainable growth. His reforms helped to improve the efficiency of the economy, boost agricultural
productivity, and create a more dynamic economic environment. The changes implemented during his reign
set the stage for future economic development and contributed to the overall stability and prosperity of the

Mysore kingdom.
CONCLUSION:

Krishna Raja Wodeyar I's reign, though brief, was marked by significant administrative and
economic reforms that played a crucial role in stabilizing and revitalizing the Kingdom of Mysore. His focus
on centralizing administrative power and streamlining governance effectively restored stability and
efficiency to the kingdom's administration. By appointing capable officials and overhauling the judicial
system, he ensured fair and effective governance, which was pivotal in rebuilding public trust and
reinforcing the state apparatus. Economically, his reforms in revenue collection, agricultural development,
and trade promotion laid the groundwork for sustained growth. The reorganization of the tax system and
investments in irrigation infrastructure significantly boosted agricultural productivity, while improvements

in infrastructure facilitated trade and commerce, contributing to a more dynamic economy.
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Krishna Raja Wodeyar I’s reforms not only addressed the immediate challenges faced by the

kingdom but also set the stage for future prosperity. His efforts were instrumental in paving the way for the
further consolidation and expansion of Mysore under his successors. Thus, his reign is remembered as a

period of crucial transformation that shaped the trajectory of the Mysore state in South Indian history.
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