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Abstract: 

The aim of this study was to explore the diplomacy and conflict of the Vijayanagara Empire, with 

neighboring kingdoms.  The Vijayanagara Empire, a powerful South Indian dynasty that thrived from the 14th 

to the 17th century, had complex relations with neighboring kingdoms marked by diplomacy and conflict. The 

empire engaged in both peaceful negotiations and military confrontations to protect its interests and expand its 

influence.  Diplomatically, the Vijayanagara rulers sought strategic alliances with neighboring powers. They 

formed matrimonial ties through royal marriages, fostering political stability and regional cooperation. Such 

alliances were seen with the Kingdom of Kalinga, the Chola Dynasty, and the Kingdom of Travancore. Trade 

and cultural exchanges were also cultivated to maintain peaceful relations. 

However, conflicts often arose due to territorial disputes, religious differences, and power struggles. 

The empire frequently clashed with the Bahmani Sultanate, a Muslim kingdom, over control of resources and 

regional supremacy. Military campaigns led by Vijayanagara, notably under King Krishnadevaraya, 

successfully expanded their territories and weakened the Bahmani Sultanate.  Other conflicts occurred with 

the Sultanate of Golconda, the Kingdom of Orissa, and the Kingdom of Vijayapura. The Vijayanagara Empire 

faced challenges from external powers like the Portuguese, who sought dominance in the region's lucrative 

spice trade. Internal revolts by local chiefs and vassal states also posed threats to the empire's stability.  The 

Vijayanagara Empire's relations with neighboring kingdoms were dynamic, fluctuating between cooperation 

and confrontation. The empire's diplomatic efforts aimed to secure regional influence, while military conflicts 

were fought to protect territorial integrity and strategic interests.  Despite its eventual decline and 

disintegration, the Vijayanagara Empire left a lasting legacy in South India. It’s cultural, architectural, and 

artistic contributions continue to be celebrated, reflecting the empire's rich history of diplomacy and conflict 

with neighboring kingdoms. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

The Vijayanagara Empire was a powerful and influential empire that thrived in South India from the 

14th to the 17th century. Founded in 1336 by Harihara I and Bukka I, two brothers of the Sangama dynasty, 

the empire emerged as a Hindu stronghold amidst a politically fragmented Deccan region. The capital of the 

empire was the magnificent city of Vijayanagara (present-day Hampi) located on the banks of the Tungabhadra 

River in present-day Karnataka.  The Vijayanagara Empire reached its zenith under the reign of King 

Krishnadevaraya (1509-1529). It encompassed vast territories, stretching from the northern Deccan to the 

southern tip of the Indian subcontinent. The empire's administration was characterized by a strong centralized 

authority, efficient governance, and a well-structured bureaucracy.  Religion played a significant role in the 

Vijayanagara Empire, with the rulers patronizing and promoting Hinduism. Temples and religious institutions 

were generously endowed, and the empire fostered a vibrant cultural and artistic environment. The empire's 

architectural marvels, such as the Virupaksha Temple and Vittala Temple, still stand as testaments to its 

grandeur.  The Vijayanagara Empire engaged in both diplomacy and conflict with its neighboring kingdoms. It 

faced constant threats from the Bahmani Sultanate and other Muslim powers in the Deccan. The empire's 

military successes were notable, including victories over the Bahmani Sultanate and the Gajapati Kingdom. 

However, internal conflicts, rebellions, and external invasions gradually weakened the empire.  The Battle of 

Talikota in 1565 marked a turning point for the Vijayanagara Empire. The combined forces of the Deccan 

Sultanates decisively defeated Vijayanagara, leading to the decline and eventual disintegration of the empire. 

After the battle, the capital city of Vijayanagara was sacked and left in ruins.  Despite its decline, the 

Vijayanagara Empire left a lasting legacy. Its cultural and artistic contributions, particularly in architecture, 

sculpture, literature, and music, continue to be celebrated. The empire's influence on regional politics, trade, 

and religious practices endured even after its fall, shaping the historical and cultural landscape of South India.  

The Vijayanagara Empire remains a significant chapter in the history of South India, known for its 

architectural splendor, military prowess, and promotion of Hindu traditions and culture. 

OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY: 

The aim of this study was to explore the diplomacy and conflict of the Vijayanagara Empire, with 

neighboring kingdoms. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY: 

 This study is based on secondary sources of data such as articles, books, journals, research papers, 

websites and other sources. 
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THE VIJAYANAGARA EMPIRE AND ITS RELATIONS WITH NEIGHBORING 

KINGDOMS: DIPLOMACY AND CONFLICT 

The Vijayanagara Empire was a prominent South Indian empire that existed from the 14th to the 17th 

century. Throughout its history, the empire engaged in both diplomacy and conflict with its neighboring 

kingdoms. Let's explore its relations with some of the key kingdoms during that period. 

 The Bahmani Sultanate: The Bahmani Sultanate, located in the Deccan region, was one of the major 

adversaries of the Vijayanagara Empire. The two powers frequently clashed over territorial disputes 

and control of resources. The conflicts between them were primarily driven by religious differences, 

with the Bahmani Sultanate being a Muslim kingdom and Vijayanagara being a Hindu empire. The 

Vijayanagara rulers, particularly under King Krishnadevaraya, launched successful military campaigns 

against the Bahmani Sultanate, extending their control over significant territories. 

 The Chola Dynasty: The Chola Dynasty, which had once ruled a vast empire in South India, was in 

decline during the Vijayanagara period. The Vijayanagara rulers maintained a somewhat cordial 

relationship with the remnants of the Chola Dynasty. They acknowledged the Chola lineage and, in 

some instances, offered support to Chola princes in their claims for regional power. However, there 

were sporadic clashes over control of certain territories. 

 The Kingdom of Bidar: The Kingdom of Bidar, situated in present-day Karnataka, was a significant 

power in the Deccan region. The rulers of Bidar, known as the Barid Shahis, often had strained 

relations with Vijayanagara. Conflicts over territorial control and trade routes were not uncommon 

between the two kingdoms. However, there were also periods of peace and even alliances when they 

faced common external threats, such as the Bahmani Sultanate. 

 The Kingdom of Gajapati: The Vijayanagara Empire had a complex relationship with the Gajapati 

Kingdom, located in present-day Odisha. The Gajapati rulers, who claimed descent from the ancient 

Kalinga dynasty, sought to assert their authority over Odisha and its surrounding regions. Vijayanagara, 

under King Krishnadevaraya, launched military campaigns against the Gajapati Kingdom, capturing 

territories and exerting control over parts of Odisha. However, there were also instances of alliances 

and matrimonial ties between the two powers to maintain regional stability and secure strategic 

interests. 

 The Kingdom of Kalinga: The Vijayanagara Empire had interactions with the Kingdom of Kalinga, 

located in present-day Odisha. While there were occasional conflicts and territorial disputes, 

Vijayanagara rulers also established matrimonial alliances with Kalinga to strengthen their regional 

influence. These alliances were often sealed through royal marriages, which served to foster political 

stability and secure strategic interests. 

 The Kingdom of Keladi: The Kingdom of Keladi, located in present-day Karnataka, was a relatively 

smaller regional power. It emerged as an independent kingdom during the declining years of the 

Vijayanagara Empire. The Keladi rulers maintained a somewhat neutral stance towards Vijayanagara, 
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avoiding direct conflicts. However, they occasionally engaged in military campaigns to expand their 

territories at the expense of the weakening Vijayanagara Empire. 

 The Kingdom of Kochi: The Kingdom of Kochi, situated in present-day Kerala, had relatively peaceful 

relations with Vijayanagara. The rulers of Kochi maintained a policy of neutrality and avoided direct 

conflicts with Vijayanagara. They maintained trade and diplomatic ties with the empire, which 

benefited both sides economically. 

 The Kingdom of Madurai: The relationship between Vijayanagara and the Kingdom of Madurai, 

located in present-day Tamil Nadu, was complex and varied over time. Initially, the Vijayanagara 

Empire exerted control over Madurai, but later it gained independence under the Nayak dynasty. The 

Nayak rulers of Madurai maintained a vassal-like relationship with Vijayanagara, paying tribute and 

providing military support when required. However, conflicts did occur as Vijayanagara sought to 

assert its authority and control over Madurai. 

 The Kingdom of Mysore: The Kingdom of Mysore, under the rule of the Wodeyar dynasty, emerged as 

a regional power in the southern Deccan. While the Vijayanagara Empire was in decline during the 

16th and 17th centuries, Mysore expanded its influence and occasionally clashed with Vijayanagara 

over territorial control. However, the extent of direct conflicts between them was relatively limited 

compared to the earlier engagements with other kingdoms. 

 The Kingdom of Orissa: The relationship between Vijayanagara and the Kingdom of Orissa was 

characterized by a mix of diplomacy and conflict. Vijayanagara sought to expand its influence into the 

eastern regions, including Orissa. Initially, the two kingdoms engaged in peaceful trade and cultural 

exchanges. However, over time, territorial disputes and conflicts arose between them. The 

Vijayanagara rulers, particularly King Krishnadevaraya, launched military campaigns into Orissa and 

gained control over certain territories. 

 The Kingdom of Thanjavur: The Kingdom of Thanjavur, situated in present-day Tamil Nadu, had a 

mixed relationship with the Vijayanagara Empire. While they were often subordinate to Vijayanagara, 

the Nayak rulers of Thanjavur maintained a degree of autonomy. They paid tribute to Vijayanagara and 

served as regional administrators, but they also asserted their independence and engaged in conflicts 

when their interests diverged. 

 The Kingdom of Travancore: The Kingdom of Travancore, located in present-day Kerala, had a 

relatively peaceful relationship with the Vijayanagara Empire. There were limited conflicts between the 

two powers, primarily over border disputes and trade routes. However, Vijayanagara's influence in the 

southernmost regions of the empire, including Travancore, began to decline over time. 

 The Kingdom of Vijayapura: The Kingdom of Vijayapura (also known as the Adil Shahi Sultanate) 

was situated in present-day Karnataka and Maharashtra. The relations between Vijayanagara and 

Vijayapura were marked by a complex mixture of diplomacy, alliances, and conflicts. They alternated 

between being rivals and forming alliances based on their strategic interests. The Vijayapura rulers 

often sought to assert their control over territories claimed by Vijayanagara, leading to frequent military 

confrontations. 
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 The Kingdom of Warangal: The Vijayanagara Empire had historical connections with the Kingdom of 

Warangal, located in present-day Telangana. Before the rise of Vijayanagara, the Kakatiya dynasty had 

ruled Warangal. When the Kakatiya dynasty was weakened, Vijayanagara emerged as a dominant 

power in the region. The Vijayanagara rulers, particularly King Bukka Raya, married into the Kakatiya 

royal family to strengthen their claim over the territories and establish a political alliance. 

 The Sultanate of Golconda: The Sultanate of Golconda, another Muslim kingdom in the Deccan region, 

also had a complex relationship with the Vijayanagara Empire. While they were occasional rivals, the 

two powers also entered into alliances against common enemies. The Golconda Sultanate had a 

significant influence on the eastern Deccan region and engaged in both diplomatic negotiations and 

military confrontations with Vijayanagara. 

CONFLICT: 

The Vijayanagara Empire was involved in several conflicts with neighboring kingdoms and external 

powers during its existence. Here are some notable instances of conflict: 

 Battle of Talikota: One of the most significant conflicts in the history of the Vijayanagara Empire was 

the Battle of Talikota, which took place in 1565. The empire faced a confederation of Deccan 

sultanates, including the combined forces of the Bijapur Sultanate, the Ahmadnagar Sultanate, the 

Golconda Sultanate, and the Berar Sultanate. This confederation, known as the Deccan Sultanates, 

united against Vijayanagara and decisively defeated the empire in the battle. The defeat resulted in the 

severe decline and eventual collapse of the Vijayanagara Empire. 

 Battles with Regional Powers: Apart from conflicts with the major neighboring kingdoms and 

sultanates, the Vijayanagara Empire engaged in battles with various regional powers and local 

chieftains. These battles were fought to assert control over specific territories, suppress local uprisings, 

or expand the empire's influence. The outcomes of these conflicts varied, with the empire experiencing 

both successes and setbacks. 

 Conflicts with the Deccan Sultanates: Apart from the Battle of Talikota, the Vijayanagara Empire had 

several conflicts with individual Deccan Sultanates, including the Bijapur Sultanate, the Ahmadnagar 

Sultanate, the Golconda Sultanate, and the Berar Sultanate. These conflicts were often territorial in 

nature, with both sides vying for control over strategic regions and trade routes. The Vijayanagara 

Empire, at times, successfully repelled incursions from these sultanates, while in other instances, they 

faced setbacks. 

 Conflicts with the Nayak Kingdoms: Following the decline of the Vijayanagara Empire, several Nayak 

kingdoms emerged in the southern regions of Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. These Nayak kingdoms often 

clashed with each other and with Vijayanagara remnants for territorial control and dominance. The 

conflicts between Vijayanagara and the Nayak kingdoms were characterized by shifting alliances, 

power struggles, and military engagements. 

 Conflicts with the Portuguese: The arrival of European powers, particularly the Portuguese, posed a 

new challenge to the Vijayanagara Empire. The Portuguese sought to control the lucrative spice trade in 
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the region and establish their dominance. This led to conflicts between the empire and the Portuguese, 

primarily centered around the coastal areas. The Vijayanagara Empire resisted Portuguese 

encroachments and engaged in battles to protect its territories and trade interests. 

 Internal Revolts: The Vijayanagara Empire also faced internal revolts and uprisings during its later 

years. The decline of the empire and the weakening of centralized authority created opportunities for 

local chiefs and rebel factions to challenge Vijayanagara's control. These revolts further weakened the 

empire and contributed to its eventual downfall. 

 Raids by the Deccan Sultanates: The Deccan Sultanates frequently launched raids into Vijayanagara 

territories, looting and plundering wealth, and causing destruction. These raids were carried out as part 

of a strategy to weaken Vijayanagara and exploit its resources. The Vijayanagara Empire, in response, 

conducted defensive operations and launched counter-attacks to protect its territories and retaliate 

against these raids. 

 Rebellions by Feudatories: The Vijayanagara Empire had numerous feudatories, local chiefs, and vassal 

states under its control. However, some of these feudatories occasionally rebelled against 

Vijayanagara's authority, seeking greater autonomy or independence. These rebellions often resulted in 

armed conflicts between the empire and its vassals, challenging the central authority of Vijayanagara 

and contributing to internal instability. 

 Wars with the Bahmani Sultanate: The Vijayanagara Empire and the Bahmani Sultanate were frequent 

adversaries. The conflicts between them were primarily driven by religious differences, with the 

Bahmani Sultanate being a Muslim kingdom and Vijayanagara being a Hindu empire. Numerous wars 

were fought between the two powers for territorial control and supremacy in the Deccan region. The 

Vijayanagara rulers, including King Krishnadevaraya, achieved significant military successes against 

the Bahmani Sultanate, expanding their influence and weakening the sultanate's hold on the region. 

CONCLUSION: 

The Vijayanagara Empire's relations with neighboring kingdoms were a blend of diplomacy and 

conflict. The empire strategically navigated its interactions with neighboring powers to protect its interests, 

expand its influence, and maintain regional stability. Diplomatically, the empire formed alliances through 

matrimonial ties, engaged in trade and cultural exchanges, and sought strategic partnerships.  However, 

conflicts were also inherent in the empire's quest for territorial control, religious differences, and power 

struggles. The Vijayanagara Empire faced formidable adversaries, including the Bahmani Sultanate, with 

whom it engaged in frequent military confrontations. These conflicts were driven by religious disparities and 

the empire's desire to maintain its Hindu identity and influence in the region. Victorious military campaigns led 

by Vijayanagara rulers, notably King Krishnadevaraya, extended the empire's control over vast territories and 

weakened its rivals.  The empire also faced challenges from neighboring powers such as the Sultanate of 

Golconda, the Kingdom of Orissa, and the Kingdom of Vijayapura. Additionally, the arrival of European 

powers, particularly the Portuguese, added a new dimension of conflict as they sought dominance in trade and 

territorial control.  Internal revolts by local chiefs and vassal states further destabilized the empire, contributing 
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to its eventual decline. The Vijayanagara Empire's ability to manage these internal challenges and navigate the 

complexities of regional politics greatly impacted its longevity and influence.  Despite its ultimate downfall, 

the Vijayanagara Empire left a profound legacy. Its cultural, architectural, and artistic contributions are 

enduring testaments to its grandeur. The empire's temples, sculptures, literature, and music continue to be 

celebrated, showcasing the rich cultural heritage of South India.  Furthermore, the Vijayanagara Empire's 

diplomatic engagements and conflicts with neighboring kingdoms played a crucial role in shaping the political 

landscape of medieval South India. Its interactions left indelible marks on regional politics, trade networks, and 

religious practices. In the annals of history, the Vijayanagara Empire remains a significant chapter, showcasing 

the complexities of diplomacy and conflict in the pursuit of power, influence, and cultural preservation. 
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